
Regular Public Meeting  June 18, 2020 

- 60 - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON 

REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING 

JUNE 18, 2020 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  A Regular Public Meeting of the Northampton Borough Council was 

called to order by President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. at 7:35 PM on Thursday June 18, 2020.  

The meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Council Members present at roll call were:  President Anthony Lopsonzski, 

Jr., Vice-president Keith Piescienski, Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., Anthony Pristash, Robert 

McHale, Julia Kutzler, Thomas Gehringer and Kenneth Hall.  Also present were Mayor 

Thomas Reenock, Solicitor Steven Goudsouzian, Borough Manager LeRoy Brobst, Police 

Chief Bryan Kadingo and recording secretary Meaghan Case. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Anthony Pristash, duly seconded by 

Kenneth Hall, and carried to approve the Minutes of the Public Workshop Meeting held on 

May 7, 2020 and the Regular Public Meeting held on May 21, 2020.   

Robert McHale abstained from this motion as he was absent from the May 21, 2020 meeting.   

 

HEARING OF PERSONS PRESENT:  

Brian Sabo, Director of Change on Main, 1830 Main Street, Northampton was present to thank 

Mr. Brobst and Borough Council for allowing him to serve in the Borough.  He announced 

with a heavy heart, that he was offered another position in Bethlehem that he couldn’t refuse.  

He said that the County was taking over Change on Main.  He thanked everyone for all of their 

welcoming comments and said he was happy to be part of our community.  He will continue 

to check in and stay in touch. 

 

Julia Kutzler said that she loved his heart and that she worked with Brian at her church as well.   

 

Anthony Pristash thanked him for his service and that he worked with Brian through the 

Chamber of Commerce and that he always had done a remarkable job.   

 

Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. added that he agreed with Mrs. Kutzler and Mr. Pristash.  He said at 

first, he wasn’t a believer but now he is.  He said that while Brian worked and served in our 

Borough, he definitely made a difference.   

  

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

 

President Lopsonzski, Jr. had nothing to report. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

Mayor Reenock had nothing to report.  

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

 

Solicitor Goudsouzian reported that he would need a motion from borough council to proceed 

with collecting fees owed to the Borough of Northampton from Allen Township. 

 

Motion: Anthony Pristash moved, seconded by Julia Kutzler, and unanimously 

carried to grant permission for Solicitor Goudsouzian to move forward to collect 

the fees owed to the Borough from Allen Township. 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:  

Administration and Finance:  Councilman Hall reported that Mr. Brobst has checked with 

other Lehigh Valley communities and with very few exceptions, the offices have not been 

opened to the public and will not be until we enter the green phase. 

--Mr. Brobst anticipates that we will meet in Council Chambers on Thursday, June 18, 2020. 

Masks will be required of everyone in attendance. The capacity of Council and attendees 

will be limited to 25. Chief Kadingo has offered to serve as the gatekeeper. 

--On Thursday, June 11, 2020, Mayor Thomas Reenock, Councilman Keith Piescienski, and 

Mr. Brobst assisted the county with their "Operation BBQ" food give-a-way.  The turnout 

was wonderful and the people were all very grateful. The event was well coordinated due to 

the assistance and attendance of County Executive Lamont McClure and DCED director 

Tina Smith. 

 

Building, Land and Recreation:  Councilman Pristash reported that Mr. Brobst 

has received many comments on the gazebo being installed at the swimming pool 

and they were all complimentary. 

--We are in the process during the pool shutdown of replacing the main drain 

valve. It has been ordered but may not be delivered for three or four weeks. 

--Mr. Brobst has been in contact with David Lear of Lehigh Engineering to renew 

a request for some information regarding the main filter at the swimming pool. 

--Mr. Brobst has noticed that some communities have opened their parks during 

the yellow caution period.  He does not understand how they have done this with 

all the restrictions that have been placed by the state government. 

 

Code and Police:  Councilman Piescienski reported that we will be having a Planning 

Commission meeting on Wednesday, July 8, 2020, in the Council Chambers. Mr. Brobst 

anticipates this will be requested by the agent of the developer of Willow Brook Farm - 

Phase 2. 

--The police department has awarded two scholarships from the Scholarship Fund. They 

were delivered through senior high school guidance counselor Ryan Brobst to Zachary 

Bula and Miranda Heffelfinger. Each scholarship was worth $500. 
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--As of this date, 24 applications have been received by the Civil Service Commission 

for the police position. Applications will not be accepted after 4 PM on June 12, 2020. 

--He also reviewed the zoning permits for May.  

 

Fire and Health:  Councilwoman Kutzler reported that Health Officer Ted Veresink has 

made two walk-throughs of the soon-to-be Northampton Diner. Mr. Brobst accompanied him 

on the first one. The new proprietors are working very hard and so far, have met the 

expectations of the health officer. 

--Seven members of the fire department attended a skills driving workshop for the new 

TOMCAR. Mr. Brobst was told that the session was very informative and beneficial.  She 

added how appreciative she is of the fire department and thanked them for always doing a great 

job.   

--Mr. Brobst has tried to follow the directives as they have been provided through the county 

by the state but he is at a point where he’s finding it difficult to determine what can and what 

cannot be done. He is looking forward to a point where these concerns will be resolved. 

 

Public Works and Sewer:  Councilman McHale reported that the committee has plans to 

meet with representatives of the NBMA on Tuesday, June 23, 2020, at 10 AM. This will be to 

gather information to assist with the preparation of submitting an Act 537 Plan. An offer has 

been extended to Allen Township for a similar meeting on Tuesday, June 30, 2020, at 10:30 

AM. Township Manager Ilene Eckhart has responded and will attend. Mr. Tom Duffy of 

Gilmore & Associates will attend both sessions. 

--A crew of the public works department has recently replaced several of the arborvitae 

surrounding the retention pond in the area of Nottingham Court. 

--Bids for the sewer plant pump station upgrade will be opened on Tuesday, June 30, 2020, at 

10 AM. A pre bid conference was conducted at the plant on Tuesday, June 15, 2020, at 9 AM. 

--He also gave an update on the MS4 project.  

           

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Consider Request of Northampton Memorial Community Center: 

We received a request from the Northampton Memorial Community Center Board of 

Directors to defer their rental payment of $5,000 per month until such a time as they are 

allowed to resume business.  They are not asking that this money be forgiven, simply 

deferred. The money received from the community center goes into the recreation fund. 

 

Motion: Anthony Pristash, moved, seconded by Thomas Gehringer, and unanimously 

carried to grant the request of the Northampton Memorial Community Center to defer 

their rental payment of $5,000 per month until such a time as they are allowed to 

resume business.  
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Robert McHale requested a copy of the contract with the Northampton 

Community Center.   

 

Consider Request to Vacate All or a Portion of Maple Alley: 

Stephen Gemy, Jr. owns the last buildable lot on the south side of West 16th Street 

adjacent to the Northampton Regional Emergency Medical Services station/community 

garden. There is a paper alley that runs southward perpendicular to West 16th Street 

named Maple Alley. Mr. Gemy is requesting that Council consider vacating the alley as 

per his written request. There are a number of steps that the Borough would need to take 

but will not be pursued unless Council agrees to the vacation. 

 

Motion: Anthony Pristash moved, seconded by Thomas Gehringer, and 

unanimously carried to table the motion until the next scheduled meeting on 

Thursday, July 2, 2020. 

 

Consider Request of U.S. Army Reserve Retirement Committee: 

We have received a request from the chairman of the Retirement Committee of the 6th 

Battalion 68th Armor to reserve Municipal "A" pavilion on Saturday, September 12, 2020. 

They also have asked that the rental fee be waived. This is the same group that met there last 

year. 

 

Motion: Julia Kutzler moved, seconded by Keith Piescienski, and unanimously 

carried to give permission to the 6th Battalion 68th Armor to us Municipal "A" 

pavilion on Saturday, September 12, 2020, waiving the rental fee. 

 

Consider Request of Northampton Area School District: 

I received a call from the Northampton Area School District Superintendent Joseph 

Kovalchik and he explained that the school is anticipating holding a graduation celebration at 

the Al Erdosy field on Friday, July 24, 2020. For this to occur, Borough Council can waive 

the limitations for an event. The school district will otherwise maintain all CDC protocol, 

including social distancing, hand sanitizing and masks. The graduates would sit on the field 

and the guests limited two to a graduate would be spaced in the bleacher seats to insure 

social distancing. 

 

Motion: Julia Kutzler moved, seconded by Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., and 

unanimously carried to defer this decision to the County level.  

 

Consider Truck Restriction Signage: 

Mr. Brobst sat through a truck restriction webinar and learned that new alterations or newly 

establishing weight limits on any road would require an engineering study. However, Act 31 

allows the Borough to restrict truck trailers under 45 feet in length or less.   Any truck with a 

trailer longer than 45 feet could be cited. I am asking permission for the placement of these 

type of signs. They would be placed at all the entrances to the Borough of Northampton 

except on state roads. 
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Motion: Robert McHale moved, seconded by Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr, and 

unanimously carried to post signs restricting truck trailers more than 45 feet in length.  

They would be placed at all the entrances to the Borough of Northampton except on 

state roads. 

 

Consider Summer Meeting Schedule: 

Historically, Council has chosen to hold only one meeting in July and August. Considering 

current situations, I think it would be advisable to hold both meetings in July and August. 

However, the decision rests with Council. To have one meeting a month, a motion would be 

required. Since we advertise in the beginning of the year two meetings a month, no motion 

would be required. 

 

We will hold both council meetings in July and August, considering the current situation.   

 

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

 

Kenneth Hall stated that he spoke with Chief Kadingo regarding the fireworks in the 

borough.  He added that they go on constantly all hours of the night.   

--He said that the fire department toured the warehouse at Airport Road and Route 329.  He 

said it is a very big building and is currently empty.   

--He added that he will have a fire police report after the end of the month. 

--He asked about the possibility of the fire police getting one of the retired police cars.   

 

Keith Piescienski stated that he visited the warehouse at Airport Road and Route 329 and 

agreed with Kenneth Hall, the building is gigantic.   

--He said that Main Street is still horrible but the public works department tries to patch areas 

as best as they can.   

 

Anthony Pristash agreed with Kenneth Hall stating that the fireworks are everywhere, going 

on all hours of the night. 

--He addressed Chief Kadingo and the entire police force, congratulating them on a job well 

done always.  He added that he has the utmost respect for them and will always stand up for 

them.   

 

Thomas Gehringer thanked Brian Sabo for his community involvement and he appreciates 

everything he has done for the borough.   

 

Julia Kutzler thanked Brian Sabo of Change on Main, People Standing Up, Kathy Novegratz 

and Bonnie Almond for their work on the community garden.  She added that volunteerism is 

going to the wayside and she is very thankful to have these people volunteering their time.   

--She thanked the police department for their continued dedication to the borough.   

--She asked what is being done about 107 Laubach Avenue, an eyesore in the borough.   Mr. 

Brobst stated that code enforcement officer, Keith Knoblach, filed a citation against the 

property owner and a work order was given to public works to cut the grass and weeds.   

--She said that she was happy to hear that rental inspections are being scheduled.   
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Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. thanked Brian Sabo for his work in the borough.  He said to Brian, 

“You have a way with people and have been touched by God”.  He said that in the beginning 

when learning about Change on Main, he had mixed feelings.  He thanked Brian for changing 

his perspective on the program.  He said there is great value in that and thanked him again for 

his commitment to the borough.   

--He said that the fireworks are insane is his area of the borough.  He said that the fourth of 

July is going to be great. 

--He said that our emergency services are one of the best in the region and that no one 

compares.  He said that a team is only as good as their leader and they all have done a hell of 

a job.   

--He wished success for D&S Florist located at 2145 Main Street.  He encouraged everyone to 

show their support for them and place an order.  He also added that we should be patronizing 

small businesses as much as possible during this time.   

--He also recognized the newly opened Northampton Diner.  He encouraged everyone to try 

it, adding that he knows the owners and they are great people and have great food.   

He was happy they chose Northampton for their business location.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

--Mr. Brobst said that the Civil Service Commission reviewed 29 applications for police 

officer positions.    

--He said that the road crew made a place for the Howitzer at the Memorial lot.   

--He thanked Brian Sabo for his excellent service in the community.  He told him that he 

was a welcomed addition to the borough and a breath of fresh air.  He told Brian, 

“continue to do what you do”.   

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

 

Motion:  Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Anthony Pristash and 

unanimously carried to pay the bills as listed on A/P Journal #6A dated June 18, 2020, 

totaling $267,948.72 and A/P Journal #6B, dated June 18, 2020, totaling $39,368.60. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Keith Piescienski, duly seconded by Kenneth 

Hall and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Meaghan Case 

Recording Secretary 


