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BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON 

PUBLIC WORKSHOP MEETING 

July 5, 2018 

 

 

 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  A Public Workshop Meeting of the Northampton Borough Council was  

called to order by President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. at 7:30 PM on Thursday, July 5, 2018.  The meeting 

was held in Borough Council Chambers and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Council Members present at roll call were:  President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr., Vice-

president Keith Piescienski, Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., Anthony Pristash, Robert McHale, Julia Kutzler, 

Edward Pany and Kenneth Hall.  Also present were Mayor Thomas Reenock, Solicitor Steven 

Goudsouzian, Borough Manager LeRoy Brobst, Police Chief Bryan Kadingo and Recording Secretary, 

Meaghan Case.   

 

 HEARING OF PERSONS PRESENT:  

 

Donald Serencsits, 4
th

 Street, Northampton was present to complain about the Canal Street Park.  He 

said that there are so many people coming in from out of state.  He stated that it’s disgusting and dirty 

and they leave trash everywhere.  He also said that the neighbors in the area are upset. 

 

Chris Parker, 1380 Newport Avenue, Northampton stated that he had a beer can thrown at him at 

Canal Street Park when a large group was there over the weekend.  He witnessed five males urinating in 

the park and also smelled marijuana.     

 

Edward Deichmeister, 646 Sipos Drive, Northampton stated that the fireworks are out of control in 

the Borough, especially near his residence.  He asked council if there is an ordinance in place restricting 

them or only allowing them up to a certain time of day.   

 

Consider Request of Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church: 

We received a request from the Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church to 

use the Canal Street Park on Sunday, September 30, 2018.  While not in their original request, a 

discussion with the parish treasurer indicated they are also requesting a waiver of fees. 

 

Motion: Mr. Pany moved, seconded by Mr. Pristash and unanimously carried to grant permission 

to Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church to use the Canal Street Park on 

Sunday, September 30, 2018, with all fees waived.  
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Approval to Sell 1990 Freightliner Fire Pumper: 

With the arrival of the new Pierce Enforcer Pumper, it would be to our advantage to sell the 1990 

Freightliner Pumper through Brindlee Mountain Fire Apparatus, LLC. This should occur before 

our fleet insurance renewal on September 1, 2018.  Brindlee Mountain Fire Apparatus has been 

recommended as a broker of choice by both the Northampton Fire Department and Pierce Fire. I 

do not anticipate a large return on this investment. 

 

Motion: Mr. Piescienski moved, seconded by Mrs. Kutzler and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to the Fire Department to sell the 1990 Freightliner Pumper through Brindlee 

Mountain Fire Apparatus, LLC, before the fleet insurance renewal on September 1, 2018. 

 

Continue Discussion on Rental Inspection Ordinance: 

Members of the committee working on the rental inspection ordinance had indicated that they 

wanted a period of discussion and had said that a red-lined draft update of the ordinance may be 

available.     

 

Robert McHale stated that the committee met and streamlined and revised the rental ordinance.  

He said they are going over major areas of concern.   

 

Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. stated that some insurance companies offer discounted rates if the 

property is in compliance with the rules and regulations. 

 

Motion: Mrs. Kutzler moved, seconded by Mr. McHale and carried to advertise the rental 

inspection ordinance.  The motion passed while Mr. Pristash voted against the motion.    

 

Edward Pany asked if Edward Deichmeister would speak about his experience with inspectors.  

Mr. Deichmeister shared some experience with Lehigh Valley Inspection Services and highly 

recommends them.   

 

Motion: Mr. McHale moved, seconded by Mr. Piescienski and carried to have an executive 

session to discuss the Allen Township sewer agreement, questioning sending back a check for 

over $42,000 because they are over capacity of sewer connections.   

 

Motion: Mr. McHale moved, seconded by Mr. Pristash and based on their discussion in the 

executive session, they will give back the check in the amount of $45,630 to Allen Township for 

new connection fees. 

  

 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:  
 

Administration and Finance:  Councilman Lopsonzski, Sr. reported that Mr. Pany reported 

that two gentlemen from Dusseldorf, Germany, visited the Atlas Museum and took pictures for 

Lafarge. 

--Mr. Luke Shafnisky, the new Northampton High School principle, also visited the museum and 

looks forward to his new challenging job. 

--On Thursday, June 28, 2018, Barbara Matuczinski and Mr. Brobst met with a representative of 

the Brosky Insurance Agency to finalize our renewal package. 
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Building, Land and Recreation:  Councilman Pristash reported that a meeting is pending with 

the Northampton Exchange Club to finalize preparations for Community Days. 

--Arrangements have been made for Kilts in the Park on Saturday, August 11, 2018, in Municipal 

Park. The entertainment will go from 2 PM until 4:30 PM. 

--Swimming pool receipts are on par with this time last year. 

 
Code and Police:  Councilman Piescienski reported that The Exchange Club presented the 

Police Equipment Fund with a donation of $100. 

--The Borough picnic sponsored by the police department is scheduled for Saturday, June 30, 

2018, in Municipal Park. 

--Long-time building code officer Michael Edelman has tendered his resignation effective June 

29, 2018. Since Key Codes is our alternate inspection agency, all inspections will be provided by 

them.  Eventually, we will need to designate another organization because the state requires two 

providers for that service. 

--He also reviewed the permits for June.   

--Mr. Brobst added that we can have more than two but a minimum of two inspection agencies is 

required by the state.   

 
Fire and Health:  Councilman Lopsonzski, Sr. reported that the new fire truck arrived on 

Monday, June 25, 2018, to approximately 50 well-wishers at the fire station.  It will be 

ceremonially received on Saturday, September 22, 2018. 

--The Board of Health met on Tuesday, June 26, 2018, and had nothing to bring to Council’s 

attention. 

Health Officer Ted Veresink contacted the former owners of Miller’s Diner, who have been 

locked out and could not provide ingress.  His contact with the rumored bank, BB&T, proved 

fruitless.  Mr. Brobst visited the site and did notice an odor.  

--He also reviewed the Fire Police report for June. 

 

Public Works and Sewer:  Councilman McHale reported that the new paver performed well on 

its trial run on West Alley.  With the arrival of the new trailer, we will begin the paving program 

with funding provided through the Northampton County CDBG program. 

--The new effluent sampler has been installed at the wastewater treatment plant replacing one that 

was part of the 1990 update and is performing well as anticipated. 

--The roof of the Stewart Street pump station was replaced and Scott Gillespie commended the 

employees who did the work. 

--He also stated that we received the permit for the MS4 permit program and that we have a five-

year time period to elaborate on the plan.   

 

REPORT FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

 

Kenneth Hall said that the Dollar General will soon reopen after being closed for over six 

months due to a fire.   

 

Robert McHale stated that John Morganelli, Northampton County District Attorney, is running 

for State Attorney General and would like to invite him to a council meeting.   

He said that the construction at the Tama building and Central building is moving along and 

looking great. 

He also said that the fireworks are outrageous.   
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Keith Piescienski stated that the new fire is outside and looks great.  He also said he hoped 

everyone had a happy 4
th

 of July.  

 

Anthony Pristash said that there are park problems across the Lehigh Valley, referring to the 

complaints about Canal Street.  He said he will get together with Mr. Brobst next week after his 

discussion with the Mayor of Hellertown. 

 

Judy Kutzler suggested installing a pavilion at Canal Street and moving the parking meters from 

the lower end of Main Street.  She also asked if we could close that area of the park.   

 

Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. encouraged everyone to attend the Community Days Fair from July 

11
th

 – 15
th

.   

--He stated that something has to be done at Miller’s Diner before we have disease spreading 

throughout the Borough.   

--He hoped everyone had a nice 4
th

 of July and also encouraged everyone to spend time with their 

families. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Mr. Brobst didn’t have any announcements.  

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

 

Motion:  Mr. Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Mr. Pristash and unanimously carried to pay 

the bills as listed on A/P Journal #7, dated July 5, 2018, totaling $170,282.62  

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Mr. Piescienski, duly seconded by Mr. Hall and 

unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:17 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Meaghan Case 

Recording Secretary
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