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BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON 

REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING 

JUNE 20, 2019 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  A Regular Public Meeting of the Northampton Borough Council was called to 

order by President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. at 7:30 PM on Thursday, June 20, 2019.  The meeting was 

held in Borough Council Chambers and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Council Members present at roll call were:  President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr., Vice-

president Keith Piescienski, Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., Edward Pany, Kenneth Hall, Robert McHale, 

Julia Kutzler and Anthony Pristash.  Also present were Mayor Thomas Reenock, Solicitor Steven 

Goudsouzian, Borough Manager LeRoy Brobst, Police Chief Bryan Kadingo and Recording Secretary, 

Meaghan Case. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. Pristash, duly seconded by Mrs. Kutzler, 

and unanimously carried to approve the Minutes of the Public Workshop Meeting held on May 2, 2019 

and the Regular Public Meeting held on May 16, 2019.   

 

HEARING OF PERSONS PRESENT:  
 

Frank Gerstenberg, 1819 Laubach Avenue, Northampton, was present to complain about students 

parking in alleys blocking driveways.  He said that permit parking should not permit students to park in 

alleys.   

 

Jonathan Wolfel, 433 McKeever Lane, Northampton, was present to express his concerns about the 

sale of the V.F.W. building located at 1204 Main Street, Northampton, PA 18067.  He was there on 

behalf of the members of V.F.W. Post #4714.  He stated that the building was for sale for 18 months and 

they received an offer from Abra Development to purchase the building allowing the V.F.W. Post #4714 

to remain and operate out of the building.  Mr. Wolfel explained several factors which resulted in the 

sale of the building.  He stated that the building needs major repairs, especially a new roof.  He stated 

that due to loss of memberships and lack of volunteers, there is not enough revenue to support the 

V.F.W. and the Veterans.   ABRA Development went in front of the Zoning Hearing Board on June 13, 

2019 for a variance to change the use of the facility to allow them to make and sell pierogies out of the 

building.  Solicitor Goudsouzian was asked by Borough Council to attend the Zoning Hearing Board 

meeting on Borough Council’s behalf and oppose the variance for the change of use.  Mr. Wolfel asked 

council why they would take any position and also to recommend opposition for the variance.  He stated 

the decision was predetermined before even hearing the specifics for the change of use.  In closing, Mr. 

Wolfel also asked council to reconsider their decision. 
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Brian King, 404 Buckingham Drive, Northampton, was present to follow up about the complaint 

of the train noise in the area of 10
th

 and Main Streets Mr. Brobst explained that he received a letter 

from Adam Horwith of Horwith Trucking which he shared with everyone.  Mr. Brobst also stated 

that he received a call from Mike Bull of the Federal Railroad Administration in reference to the 

complaints.  Mr. Bull said they are aware of the complaints and are working to resolve these issues. 

 

Thomas & Julia Glick, 427 McKeever Lane, Northampton and Candace Lynn, 2399 Dewey 

Avenue, Northampton were present to present a check in the amount of $10,340.05 to the 

Northampton Borough Police Department K-9 Unit after their 11
th

 annual Paw Prints on the Canal 

event.   

They had more than 170 vendors in attendance and a 417% increase from their first year in 2009, 

bringing in a grand total of $57,320.55 over 11 years.   

 

Linda Smith, 603 E. 8
th

 Street, Northampton, PA and Fritz Walker, 2552 Covered Bridge 

Lane, Allentown, PA, representatives of Fair Districts PA were in attendance to do a presentation 

regarding Congressional District voting maps. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

 

President Lopsonzski, Jr. had nothing to report. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 
 

 Mayor Reenock had nothing to report. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
 

 Solicitor Goudsouzian suggested an executive session immediately following the meeting to discuss 

pending legal matters.   

 

Motion: Mrs. Kutzler moved, seconded by Mr. Piescienski and unanimously carried to have an 

executive session immediately following the council meeting.   

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:  

 

Administration and Finance:  Councilman Lopsonzski, Sr. reported that we have received a letter 

from Ms. Susan Sentz, the director of the Northampton Area Public Library, thanking the Borough for 

our continuing support of their facility. In their letter, they have included a number of events at which 

members of council would be welcome. 

--A letter was received from Mr. Adam Horwith in regards to the train issue that has troubled many of 

the neighbors living in the Third Ward. In his letter, he pointed out that Horwith Trucks, Inc. is not 

responsible for the activity in question by Norfolk Southern. Council President Lopsonzski, Jr. may 

wish to report on his conversation with a representative of Norfolk Southern. 

 --Mr. Brobst found the Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs conference quite educational. 

However, he was frustrated with the seminar on the borough code that was continually interrupted by 
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people asking questions about items relative to them only. The period for questions would have been 

more effective at the end of the session. 

 

Building, Land and Recreation:  Councilman Pristash reported following last year's Paw 

Prints on the Canal, a suggestion was made to somehow incorporate Paw Prints on the 

Canal into the name of the Canal Street facility.  Mr. Brobst has received a suggestion that 

this topic be introduced for discussion at some future meeting. 

--Attendance at the public swimming pool has been down due to cooler weather.  Mr. 

Brobst anticipates we will get larger crowds as the summer moves along. 

--Farmers Market manager Pat Knopf reports that the market has been successful to this 

point. Her biggest concern was a group of teenagers that frequent the park and are prone to 

unacceptable language. Chief Bryan Kadingo spoke with Ms. Knopf and will address this 

concern. 

 

Code and Police:  Councilman Piescienski reported the Zoning Hearing Board met on Thursday, 

June 13, 2019, to hear the appeal of ABRA Development 6, LP, to convert the VFW building at 1204 

Main Street from a social hall to an industrial use of manufacturing pierogies. The appeal was 

denied by a tie vote, with one member of the board absent. 

 --The sergeant oral examination will be conducted Tuesday, June 18, 2019, beginning at 6:15 PM. 

This will take place in Council chambers with three candidates for approximately one-half hour 

each to answer the questions of the panel. 

 --The new police unit will soon be in service. The final step has been the installation of the 

equipment inside the vehicle. 

--He also reviewed the police reports for May.   

 

 Fire and Health:  Councilwoman Kutzler reported that health inspections are continuing and it 

should be noted that the summer season is when most facilities are due for their update. 

 --The fire department will conduct their annual coin toss on Saturday, June 22, 2019, in the area of 

21st and Main streets. 

 

Public Works and Sewer:  Councilman McHale reported that the committee will meet with 

representatives of Gilmore & Associates at 10 AM on Thursday, June 20, 2019, to review the Dry Run 

Creek plan narrative for MS4 compliance. 

--He also stated that after meeting with Gilmore and Associates, they will be putting together a 

bid package by the 3rd quarter of this year and they will start construction in 2020.   

 --We now have a full complement of seasonal employees. It is a younger crew this year and they 

seem eager to please. 

 --The 2019 paving program will soon be in full swing. It is somewhat difficult to pave streets 

thinking that UGI will not need to open them up. They seem to appear almost as soon as a street is 

done. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

   There was no unfinished business. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Consider Suggestion of Northampton Area School District: 

A representative of the Northampton Area School District would like to make a presentation 

about traffic issues at 9th and Lincoln Avenue in the vicinity of Franklin Elementary School. 

 

A representative of the Northampton Area School District will attend the July council meeting 

for final approval on changing the traffic pattern at 9
th

 and Lincoln Avenue.   

 

Presentation from Ms. Linda Smith of Fair Districts PA: 

Ms. Linda Smith, a representative of Fair Districts PA, will be on hand to make a presentation 

regarding Congressional District voting maps.   

 

Consider Request of Covenant United Methodist Church of Moore Township: 

The Covenant United Methodist Church of Moore Township is requesting permission to use 

our portable band trailer on Friday, September 6 through Saturday, September 7, 2019. 

Although they did not ask, historically we usually waive the rental fee and only charge for 

delivery and removal for a church or a nonprofit organization. 

Motion: Mr. Pany moved, seconded by Mr. Pristash and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to the Covenant United Methodist Church of Moore Township to use our 

portable band trailer on Friday, September 6 through Saturday, September 7, 2019.  They 

will only be charged the delivery and removal fee.  

 

Consider Requests of South Whitehall Township: 

We have received three requests for use of the portable band trailer from South Whitehall 

Township. The dates requested are: 1) Friday, July 26, 2019; 2) Friday, August 9, 2019; and 

Friday, August 23, 2019. It’s ironic that our largest customer is the original owner of this 

trailer. 

Motion: Mr. Piescienski moved, seconded by Mr. Pany and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to South Whitehall Township to use the portable band trailer on Friday, July 26, 

2019; Friday, August 9, 2019; and Friday, August 23, 2019.  They will be charged the 

delivery and removal fee. 

 

Consider Request of Wheels on the Canal: 

Ms. Jody Sain-Mellner has submitted a request to be allowed to hold the Wheels on the 

Canal event in the Canal Street Park next year on Saturday, May 16, 2020, with a rain date 

of May 17, 2020.   This would be their third annual event scheduled on Armed Forces Day. 

The event would benefit Mission 22 and Blue Star Mothers - Lehigh Valley Chapter #201. 

Motion: Mr. Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Mr. Pristash and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to Ms. Jody Sain-Mellner to hold the Wheels on the Canal event in the Canal 

Street Park next year on Saturday, May 16, 2020, with a rain date of May 17, 2020.    
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REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

 

--Kenneth Hall stated that he hopes the rain stops and we get warmer weather. 

 

--Robert McHale asked about the status of the fences in Allen Township on Borough property.  

Solicitor Goudsouzian stated that it will be discussed during the executive session.   

--He wished everyone a Happy 4
th

 of July 

 

--Keith Piescienski said that the condition of Main Street is still terrible. 

 

--Anthony Pristash gave kudos to everyone involved with Paw Prints on the Canal, stating that it was 

an extremely successful event. 

 

--Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. asked Chief Kadingo to please look into the parking issues near the high 

school. 

--He wished everyone a Happy 4
th

 of July.  He also said he hates summer. 

--He said that Paw Prints on the Canal was extremely well attended with over 6,000 people.  He gave 

kudos to everyone involved.  He also said that even after the huge event, nothing was out of place when 

everyone left and everything was cleaned up.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Mr. Brobst announced the resignation of Kenneth Richards from the Civil Service Commission and 

the Zoning Hearing Board stating that there are openings on both boards.   

--He said that Chief Kadingo is in the process of drafting an ordinance for dumpsters and pods.  He 

said that everyone will get a copy at the July 18
th

 meeting.   

 

Members of council entered in to an executive session at 9:07 PM. 

 

They returned from executive session at 9:30 PM. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

 

Motion:  Mr. Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Mr. Pristash and unanimously carried to pay the bills 

as listed on A/P Journal #5C, dated May 30, 2019, totaling $6,038.40 and A/P Journal #6A dated June 

20, 2019 totaling $172,600.86. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Mr. Piescienski, duly seconded by Mr. Hall and 

unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:32 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Meaghan Case 

Recording Secretary
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