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BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON 

PUBLIC WORKSHOP MEETING 

DECEMBER 5, 2019 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  A Public Workshop Meeting of the Northampton Borough Council was 

called to order by President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. at 7:30 PM on Thursday, December 5, 2019.  

The meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
ROLL CALL:  Council Members present at roll call were:  President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr.,  

Vice President Keith Piescienski, Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., Anthony Pristash, Julia Kutzler and 

Kenneth Hall.  Robert McHale and Edward Pany were absent.  Also present were Mayor Thomas 

Reenock, Solicitor Steven Goudsouzian, Borough Manager LeRoy Brobst, Police Chief Bryan 

Kadingo and recording secretary Meaghan Case. 

 

HEARING OF PERSONS PRESENT: 

Dave Haberacker, 109 Candlewycke Lane, Northampton was present to follow up on the status 

of the illegal fences erected in the area of his home, stating that this has been going on for over two 

years.    

Solicitor Goudsouzian explained that we are in the process of litigation with at least one of the 

property owners in question.  He said we are taking the next step which is litigation that it takes 

forever and costs the Borough money.   

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 14-19: 

 

TITLE: A RESOLUTION TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO DCED FOR A PA 

SMALL WATER AND SEWER PROGRAM GRANT. 

 

Resolution No. 14-19 allows Mr. Victor Rodite, in cooperation with Kent Baird of 

Gilmore & Associates to file an application for a PA Small Water and Sewer Program 

Grant of $421,259.06 to assist with the flood remediation work of the Dry Run Creek.  

This will also aid us in our mandated MS4 application.  Ultimately, the Borough would 

be responsible for $74,339.83. 

 

Introduced By: Anthony Pristash 

 

Seconded By:  Julia Kutzler 
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Resolution No. 14-19 passed, Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. opposed. 

 

Presentation by Paul Pugielli: 
Paul Pugielli of Brown & Brown Insurance was present to issue the Borough a dividend 

check in the amount of $19,313.00 from the workers’ compensation insurance.  He stated 

that since 2002, they have issued the Borough a total of $128,120.00 in dividend checks.   

Consider Resignation of Part-Time Police Officer: 
Police Chief Bryan Kadingo has received a letter of resignation from part-time police officer 

Gregory Kaminski.  Council will need to accept his resignation. 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Keith Piescienski, duly seconded by Julia Kutzler and 

unanimously carried to grant permission to accept the resignation of part-time police 

officer Gregory Kaminski.   

 

Consider Request to Create a One-Way Street: 

Acting on a request from a resident in the area of Howertown Road and Juniper 

Court, Chief Kadingo agrees that Juniper Court could become a one-way street 

between Howertown Road and Limestone Alley in a westbound direction.  

However, his main concern would be the cost of an engineering study. He is 

unsure if the impact would warrant the cost and defers that decision. 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Anthony Pristash, duly seconded by Anthony 

Lopsonzski, Sr., and unanimously carried to defer the decision until a traffic study 

is completed.    

 

Consider Request to Designate a No Parking Zone: 
Chief Kadingo also was asked to consider the creation of a no parking zone on West 23rd 

Street between Main Street and West Alley.  The result of that study is in his letter enclosed 

in your packet where he states that he is opposed to posting that area as no parking. 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., duly seconded by Keith 

Piescienski and unanimously carried to reject the request to designate a no parking zone on 

West 23rd Street between Main Street and West Alley.   

 

 Consider Request for Handicapped Parking Zone: 
Chief Kadingo received a request for a handicapped parking space in the area of 637 

Washington Avenue.  He recommends rejecting the request with the results of his 

study elaborated on the application. 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Keith Piescienski, duly seconded by Julia Kutzler and 

unanimously carried to reject the request for a handicapped parking space in the area of 

637 Washington Avenue. 
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Consider Request of Northampton County for an E-Cycling Event: 

Due to the success of past e-cycling events, Northampton County wishes to stage a 

similar event on Saturday, June 13, 2020, from 10 AM to 12 PM in the parking lot of 

Northampton Memorial Community Center.  At the most recent such occurrence, they 

reimbursed the Borough for labor costs and made a significant donation to the fire 

police. 

 
Motion:  A motion was made by Anthony Pristash, duly seconded by Keith 

Piescienski and unanimously carried to grant permission to Northampton County to 

hold an e-cycling event on Saturday, June 13, 2020, in the parking lot of Northampton 

Memorial Community Center. 

 

Consider Preliminary Approval of 2020 Budget: 

Following the last Council meeting, I made several suggested corrections with the 

budget and have provided pages with the corrections.  If anyone would like these pages 

inserted into their budget book, please bring the book and the pages to the office and it 

shall be accomplished. 

Motion:  A motion was made by Anthony Pristash, duly seconded by Anthony 

Lopsonzski, Sr. and unanimously carried to grant preliminary approval of the 2020 

budget with a ½ mil Borough tax increase. 

  

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES: 
Administration and Finance:  Councilman Lopsonzski, Sr. reported that we are in receipt of 

the remaining 25% of the Benecon surplus claim check for 2018 in the amount of $46,916.28.  
The total surplus refunded was $187,641. 
--The Atlas Cement Memorial Museum Trust met on December 2, 2019.  Their report is included 

for your review. 
 --We have been notified by Northampton County that we were successful in obtaining our 

$20,000 Community Investment Partnership Program (CIPP) Grant.  Community Planner Victor 
Rodite is in contact with Lehigh Engineering to formulate our next planning step. 

 
Building, Land and Recreation:  Councilman Pristash reported that we are in receipt of a 

donation of $150 from VFW Post 4714.  When they were operational at their former location, 
they always opened the doors and provided hot chocolate to attendees at the Tree Lighting 

Ceremony.  Since they no longer occupy that structure, they still wanted to be part of the 
celebration.  Their donation will be applied to the purchase of treats. 
 --Due to the inclement weather, the Tree Lighting Ceremony has been postponed until Sunday, 

December 8, 2019.  We were most fortunate in that Santa still had that date available on his 
calendar. 

 --We received a note of thanks from Becky’s Drive In and the Lehigh Township Lions Club, 
who sponsored the Annual Lehigh Township Benefit Festival & Car Show.  Since 1986, this 

benefit festival has donated $352,290 to Dream Come True of the Blue Ridge Chapter.  We 
played a small part by allowing them to use our portable band trailer. 
 
Code and Police:  Councilman Piescienski reported that enclosed in your packet is your code 
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enforcement report for November 2019.  Code Enforcement Officer Keith Knoblach is preparing 
a much simpler registration form that will be sent to all landlords in the beginning of 2020. 
--The Planning Commission’s meeting scheduled for Wednesday, November 13, 2019, to review 
the Preliminary/Final Plan for Northampton Townhomes, was postponed until Wednesday, 
December 11, 2019.  The Commission lacked a quorum.  They will also review the 
Preliminary/Final plan for Willow Brook Farm – Phase 2. 
--The Zoning Hearing Board will meet on Thursday, December 12, 2019, to hear two appeals.  
The first appeal is for Judith Ackerman, who is seeking a variance to conduct a business in a 
residential zone at 427 East 19th Street, and the second appeal is for Rapid Installation Group, Inc. 
to also conduct a business in a residential zone at 17 East 4th Street, the former location of 
Kingdom Hall. 
 
Fire and Health:  Councilwoman Kutzler reported that enclosed in your packet is the October 

Fire Department Report.  They have responded to a total of 557 incidents to date. 

 --Also enclosed in your packet are the Board of Health minutes from September 24, 2019, and 

October 29, 2019, and the health officer’s report from October 30, 2019 through November 26, 

2019.  She was happy to see a biohazard cleanup protocol has been established. 

 --The Northampton Fire Department will be conducting their annual “Operation Santa Run” on 

Saturday, December 14, 2019.  Parents wishing to participate may drop off gifts at the fire station 

Wednesday through Friday, December 11-13, 2019, from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. 

 
Public Works and Sewer:  Councilman Hall reported that a meeting will be held in the North 
Catasauqua Borough Hall at 10 AM on Friday, December 6, 2019.  This is a follow up to the 
Managers’ Meeting that was held on Friday, November 8, 2019, to discuss some possible 
solutions to the increased truck traffic that is passing through our Borough as well as neighboring 
communities. 
--The sewer committee will meet on Tuesday, December 10, 2019, at 9 AM, at the wastewater 
treatment plant.  Mr. Thomas Duffy of Gilmore & Associates will update the group on the pump 
station project progress. 
--On Monday, December 9, 2019, the committee will meet with representatives of the public 
works/sewer negotiating team in hopes of finalizing the 2020-2021 public works agreement. 

 

REPORT FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:   
 

--Kenneth Hall asked if he could see a copy of the ordinance referencing abandoned vehicles in the 

Borough.  He mentioned a white pick-up truck with a flat tire at 4th Street and Howertown Road.   

 

--Keith Piescienski stated that Main Street is starting to show wear and tear, and the potholes are 

coming back.   

  

--Anthony Pristash stated that that it’s great to see the town decorated for Christmas. 

--He reminded everyone that the Roxy Theater will show “White Christmas” on Wednesday, 

December 11th at 7 PM.   

--He mentioned that the ribbon cutting for the reopening of the Coplay Northampton Bridge is 

upcoming, not sure of exact date.     
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--Julia Kutzler said that the decorations for Christmas look very nice.   

--She stated that she was not happy with the health report, there wasn’t enough detail.   

--She said she was pleased with the code enforcement report. 

 

--Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. asked everyone to remember December 7, 1941, stating that it was one 

hell of a date in our history.  He said to remember all of those involved and sacrificed their life.   

--He mentioned that he would like for the recreation center director to handle the park permits for 

2020.  Mr. Brobst stated that he already mentioned this to Jason, the recreation center director, and 

park permits will be done at the recreation center for 2020.   

-- He stated that he was disgusted with the townhomes going in behind CVS.  He said that was 

designed as commercial and should be commercial or industrial, not residential.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Mr. Brobst stated that the ribbon cutting for the Coplay Northampton bridge will be sometime at the 

end of December but hasn’t been given a definitive date yet.  He will let everyone know as soon as 

he receives that information.   

--He reminded everyone of the Tree Lighting Ceremony on Sunday, December 8th.   

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

 

Motion:  Mr. Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Mr. Pristash and unanimously carried to 

pay the bills as listed on A/P Journal #11C, dated December 2, 2019 totaling $200.00 and 

A/P Journal #12, dated December 5, 2019 totaling $88,520.47. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Mr. Piescienski, duly seconded by Mr. Hall and 

unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 PM. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Meaghan Case 

Recording Secretary 


