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BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON 

REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING 

OCTOBER 15, 2020 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  A Regular Public Meeting of the Northampton Borough Council was 

called to order by President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. at 7:30 PM on Thursday October 15, 

2020.  The meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers and began with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Council Members present at roll call were:  President Anthony Lopsonzski, 

Jr., Vice-president Keith Piescienski, Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., Anthony Pristash, Robert 

McHale, Thomas Gehringer and Kenneth Hall.  Julia Kutzler was absent.  Also present were 

Mayor Thomas Reenock, Solicitor Brian Panella, Borough Manager LeRoy Brobst, Police 

Chief Bryan Kadingo and recording secretary Meaghan Case. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Anthony Pristash, duly seconded by 

Thomas Gehringer, and carried to approve the Minutes of the Public Workshop Meeting held 

on September 3, 2020 and the Regular Public Meeting held on September 17, 2020.   

 

HEARING OF PERSONS PRESENT:  

David Haberacker, 102 Candlewycke Lane, Northampton, PA 18067 was present to follow 

up on the illegal fence that was put up on Borough property in his area about a year ago.   

Solicitor Panella said that legal action takes time and they are working on it.   

 

Lawrence Rhoads, 1906 Washington Avenue, Northampton, PA 18067 was present to 

thank Mr. Brobst and everyone involved in fixing the sewer backup issue in the area. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

 

President Lopsonzski, Jr. had nothing to report. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

Mayor Reenock had nothing to report.  
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SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

 

Solicitor Panella had nothing to report.   

 

ORDINANCES: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 1216: 

 

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON, 

COUNTY OF NORTHAMPTON, COMMONWEALTH OF 

PENNSYLVANIA, DESIGNATING A VEHICLE IMPOUND 

LOT. 

 

Ordinance No. 1216 has been properly advertised and once adopted will provide for the 

creation of a vehicle impound lot. 

 

Introduced By: Keith Piescienski 

 

Seconded By:  Thomas Gehringer 

 

 No. 1216 passed unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 13-20: 

 

TITLE: A RESOLUTION APPTOVING THE APPLICATION OF 

MULTIMODAL GRANT FROM THE PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION FOR THE BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON, 

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

 

Resolution No. 13-20 authorizes the Borough Manager to sign on an application being 

prepared for a multimodal grant from PennDOT.  If approved, this grant would provide 

funding for a project estimated at $1,214,776 to prepare an alternate route from 24th Street and 

Cherryville Road to what is known as Cement Haul Road connecting onto Route 329. Larry 

Turoscy of Lehigh Engineering will be available to explain the ultimate plan. All of this is 

contingent upon receiving the necessary land from Lafarge Cement. 

 

After Mr. Turoscy’s and Mr. Lear’s presentation, Borough Council members; Anthony 

Lopsonzski, Sr., Thomas Gehringer, Julia Kutzler, Anthony Pristash and Robert McHale had 

comments/questions.   
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First, that the area and road known as Cement Haul Road is still currently owned by LaFarge 

Corporation.  All of this is contingent upon the Borough owning the property.   

If we would receive grant money, the estimated project cost is $1,214,776 and the Borough 

would have to contribute more than $250,000 to the project.   

While it is designed to alleviate truck traffic and congestion on Main Street, it was said that it 

did not benefit your average citizen of the Borough.   

There are concerns with right-of-way issues and possible costs associated with those right-of-

ways and easements.   

There are too many unknowns at this point to make an informed decision.   

 

No one made a motion therefore resolution was not considered.   

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:  

Administration and Finance:  Councilman Hall reported that we are in receipt of a check in 

the amount of $3,504.20. This is the Borough's share of the Public Utility Realty Tax 

(PURTA). 

--We are in receipt of a quarterly payment from Northampton County of $1,500, which is a 

distribution of the Hotel Tax. As you will recall, the grant received was to construct a 

community garden, which turned out remarkedly well. 

--Mr. Brobst has met with all the committee chair people and the department heads and will 

begin with budget preparation in earnest. 

--On Saturday, October 3, 2020, Representative Zach Mako conducted a shredding event on 

the parking lot of the Northampton Memorial Community Center. There was a very large 

turnout and during the event, the shredding truck developed a problem. Members of the public 

works crew secured the unshredded documents and another truck was sent on Monday to finish 

the job. A letter of appreciation is enclosed in your packet from Representative Mako. 

 

Building, Land and Recreation:  Councilman Pristash reported that we have noticed an 

increase in school groups gathering in the Borough park pavilions only because it provides 

an outdoor venue for them to conduct business.  Most obtain a park permit and are 

counseled to observe the current protocol. 

--Mr. Brobst has a list of places to visit to look for Christmas trees for the Borough' s 

annual tree. He is still undecided whether or not to have a lighting ceremony, but thinks 

the tree needs to be put in place. 

 

Code and Police:  Councilman Piescienski reported that Chief Kadingo reports that the 

two new hires are settling in quite nicely. He has said repeatedly that he is very pleased 

with the two choices provided through the Civil Service process. 

--Code Officer Keith Knoblach was made aware of the request for a listing of those 

property owners who failed to comply with the rental unit ordinance and were cited and 

sent to the district magistrate. 
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--He reviewed the police activity for September.   

 

Fire and Health:  Councilwoman Kutzler reported that on Wednesday, October 8, 2020, 

members of the fire department traveled to Hatfield to see the new aerial ladder truck and to 

coordinate the installation of cabinets and equipment necessary for the performance of the 

unit. 

--She has not heard any mention yet regarding a Santa Run sponsored by the fire department. 

Given the pandemic situation this year, it may also fall prey to health concerns. 

--She reviewed the fire police and fire department activity for September, adding that the fire 

department has responded to 484 incidents to date this year.    

 

Public Works and Sewer:  Councilman McHale reported that the overflow line on East 19th 

Street has been completed. 

--We are working on the paving program for this year and will tum our attention to Canal 

Street, which was slated for an overlay. 

--Mr. Scott Gillespie stopped in the office to inform us that his recovery is proceeding well. 

His exact date of return has yet to be determined. 

           

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Consider Request for Handicapped Parking Zone: 

We have received a request for a handicapped parking space in the area of 146 Howertown 

Road. Police Chief Bryan Kadingo has reviewed the request and rejected it because there is a 

garage and parking within 100 feet of the residence on the property. As is always the case, 

Council can approve or reject the police chiefs recommendation. 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Robert McHale, duly seconded by Julia Kutzler and 

unanimously carried to reject the request for a handicapped parking space in the area 

of 146 Howertown Road because there is a garage and parking within 100 feet of the 

residence on the property. 

 

Consider Resignation of Part-Time Police Officer: 

Mr. Rick Yanisch, a part-time Northampton police officer, has submitted a letter of 

resignation. He has served in this capacity for over 32 years and reports that it was a pleasure 

to work with the other members of the department. 
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Motion:  A motion was made by Thomas Gehringer, duly seconded by Anthony 

Pristash and unanimously carried to accept the resignation of Mr. Rick Yanisch, a 

part-time Northampton police officer. 

 

Consider Request to Hire a Part-Time Police Officer: 

Police Chief Kadingo is requesting that Council hire Geoffrey Perry as a part-time officer. 

He is M.P.O.E.T.C. and will only require procedural training. 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Anthony Pristash, duly seconded by Thomas 

Gehringer and carried to grant permission to Chief Kadingo to hire Geoffrey Perry as 

a part-time officer. 

 

Consider Request of Lehigh Valley Community Benefit: 

Mr. Rick Nauman of the Lehigh Valley Community Benefit (LVCB) is seeking  permission  

to conduct the 10th annual motorcycle event  known  as Tucker's  Toy Run, which is 

scheduled for Saturday, November 7, 2020, with a rain date of Sunday, November 8, 2020.  

It is anticipated they will start their run at approximately 12 Noon. The Lehigh Valley 

Community Benefit is a 501(c) (3) organization that benefits the children of St. Luke's 

pediatric unit. The route they will follow begins at Tri-Boro, going south on Canal Street to 

Laubach Avenue, then north to Route 329 and exiting the Borough. In addition, they are 

requesting traffic control to be provided by the fire police. 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., duly seconded by 

Anthony Pristash and unanimously carried to grant permission to Mr. Rick Nauman 

of the Lehigh Valley Community Benefit (LVCB)  to conduct the 10th annual 

motorcycle event  known  as Tucker's  Toy Run, on Saturday, November 7, 2020, with 

a rain date of Sunday, November 8, 2020. 

 

Award of Bid for Refuse Collection and Disposal: 

Following review of the four bids received for garbage collection and disposal, the solicitor 

recommends awarding a five-year contract to Republic Services for a total of $5,328,146.00. 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Thomas Gehringer, duly seconded by Julia Kutzler 

and unanimously carried to award a five-year contract to Republic Services for 

garbage collection and disposal for a total of $5,328,146.00. 

 

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

 

Robert McHale stated that after running a few quick numbers for the new refuse contract, 

there would be an increase in the 2021 refuse bill.  He said it would be about an $80.00 

increase per unit.   
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--He thanked Keith and Sal for a list of all the delinquent accounts of rental properties and 

the comparison from last year.   

--He followed up about the feral cat issue in the area of Northampton Avenue.  

Mr. Brobst said that the very next day, the public works department checked the main lines 

in the area and they were clean and running properly. 

Sal Zangari added that he checked in with Anna Bright of 2203 Northampton Avenue.  She 

allowed him in her home.  He said there were not any cats inside the home at that time.  He 

did say there was a urine smell in the home.  He also explained to her again that he is 

receiving complaints of her feeding the cats in the neighborhood.  He told her that he would 

be back periodically to check in on her.   

Robert McHale also said that he started researching the changeover to LED lighting in the 

borough by PP&L.  Mr. Brobst will give him our electric usage information and Mr. McHale 

will provide a cost analysis. 

 

Anthony Pristash congratulated Mr. Perry on his employment with the Borough.   

--He wished Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. a Happy Birthday. 

 

Julia Kutzler thanked Mr. Yanisch for his 32 years of service with the police department.   

She also welcomed Mr. Perry to the borough.   

--In reference to Anna Bright, she feels that the State Department of Health should be 

involved.  They should do a health and welfare check on Mrs. Bright.  She added that while 

she understands she is 98 years old, more should be done to protect her, but also feels the 

residents living around her shouldn’t have to live like that.   

 

Thomas Gehringer welcomed Mr. Perry to the Borough.   

--He also told everyone to take a look at the new fire truck in the parking lot.   

 

Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. welcomed Mr. Perry to the Borough.  He thanked Mr. Yanisch for 

his years of service and added that he trained him many years ago.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

--Mr. Brobst thanked Mr. Yanisch for his years of service and welcomed Mr. Perry to 

the Borough.  He told everyone to check out the new fire truck. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

 

Motion:  Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Thomas Gehringer and 

unanimously carried to pay the bills as listed on A/P Journal #10A dated October 15, 

2020, totaling $85.25 and A/P Journal #10B dated October 15, 2020, totaling 

$388,284.49. 
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ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Keith Piescienski, duly seconded by Kenneth 

Hall and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Meaghan Case 

Recording Secretary 


