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BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON 

REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING 

AUGUST 15, 2019 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  A Regular Public Meeting of the Northampton Borough Council was called to 

order by President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. at 7:30 PM on Thursday, August 15, 2019.  The meeting 

was held in Borough Council Chambers and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Council Members present at roll call were:  President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr., Vice-

president Keith Piescienski, Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., Edward Pany, Kenneth Hall, Robert McHale, 

Julia Kutzler and Anthony Pristash.  Also present were Mayor Thomas Reenock, Solicitor Steven 

Goudsouzian, Borough Manager LeRoy Brobst and Police Chief Bryan Kadingo. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. Pristash, duly seconded by Robert McHale, 

and unanimously carried to approve the Minutes of the Regular Public Meeting held on July 18, 2019.   

 

HEARING OF PERSONS PRESENT:  
 

Dave Haberacker, 109 Candlewycke Lane, Northampton was present to ask about the status of the 

fence on borough property in his area.  Solicitor Goudsouzian explained that the hearing has not yet 

been scheduled.   

 

Jim Baab, 146 Jeffery Lane, Northampton was present to complain to council about bullet holes in 

his house and shell casings around his property.  He stated that this happened on Saturday, August 10
, 

2019.  He said that these bullets were fired from Tri-Boro Sportsmen Club located at 2110 Canal Street.  

He had pictures of the bullet holes in his siding.  He stated that borough council is responsible for 

making sure rules, regulations and ordinances are being followed.  He also said that they need to speak 

with Tri-Boro about building their berms higher and keeping better track of their logs.   

 

Jim Haldeman, 280 Howertown Road, Northampton was present to complain about the FedEx truck 

traffic on Howertown Road.  Mr. McHale said that they should form a group to hear residents’ concerns 

in reference to the FedEx truck traffic in the Borough.  Chief Kadingo added that they have brought this 

issue to FedEx’s attention and they simply don’t care.   

 

Brian King, 404 Buckingham Drive, Northampton was present to complain about the trains idling on 

the railroad tracks in the vicinity of his home. He was present at previous council meetings with the 

same complaint and stated that the train noise is still an issue.  He also requested a list of what is being 
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hauled in the rail cars.  Mr. King was told that he could stop at the borough office and pick up a list of 

what is being hauled in the rail cars.   

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

 

President Lopsonzski, Jr. had nothing to report. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 
 

 Mayor Reenock had nothing to report. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
 

 Solicitor Goudsouzian had nothing to report. 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:  

 

Administration and Finance:  Councilman Lopsonzski, Sr. reported that enclosed in your packets is 

the budget schedule for the 2020 budget.  Please note that suggestions or recommendations from 

Council should be received by Tuesday, September 17, 2019. 

--Executive Secretary Barbara Matuczinski is out on medical leave and her absence is felt throughout 

the office operation.  She should return in a week or two. 

 

Building, Land and Recreation:  Councilman Pristash reported that a plaque had been ordered 

and has since been received for the dedication of the Memorial Linden Tree.  A suitable rock has 

been provided on which the bronze plaque will be mounted.  A dedication service will be held in 

September. 

 --Pool receipts are approximately $2,600 ahead of this point last year. 

--A dance is scheduled for Saturday, September 14, 2019 at the Recreation Center.  It is open to 

students in 4
th

 and 5
th

 grade and runs from 6:30 to 8:30 PM.  A second dance is scheduled for 

November 16, 2019. 

--The sale of summer passes at the Recreation Center is in line with past years.  Director Jason 

Kremus says that a good number of the summer pass holders convert their passes to year-round. 
 

 Code and Police:  Councilman Piescienski reported that a complete list of non-responding property 

owners for rental inspections has been forwarded to the solicitor for appropriate action. 

--The Zoning Hearing Board met on Thursday, August 8, 2019 to hear the appeal of Douglas and 

Barbara Green of 2330 Washington Avenue.  They sought relief from the corner lot setback for the 

installation of a fence and the variance was granted. 

--On Wednesday, October 9, 2019 the Northampton Borough Crime Watch in association with the 

Police Department and the Northampton Regional Emergency Medical Services will conduct “Stop the 

Bleed”.  This class will include a number of vital First Aid practices that any individual might use to 

help a person in distress.  The class is free and enrollment is preferred through the Police Department, 

610-261-0404. 

--He also reviewed the police reports for July.  
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 Fire and Health:  Councilwoman Kutzler reported that included in your packets is the July fire police 

monthly report. 

--Health Officer Ted Veresink continues health inspections throughout the Borough. 

--The Fire Department is still having issues with the KME ladder truck.  Mr. Piescienski may wish to 

elaborate. 

 

Public Works and Sewer:  Councilman McHale reported that we have experienced a number of 

sinkholes in the area of the Nottingham Court retention area and on Nottingham Court.  A geologist 

recommended by Lehigh Engineering offered suggestions and the Public Works Department followed 

his advice.  As of this date, the remedy has been effective. 

--The Committee will meet with members of the Public Works bargaining unit on Tuesday, August 13, 

2019.  The first meeting had to be postponed because of the sinkhole repair. 

--An interview has been scheduled on Monday, August 19, 2019 for the position of sewer plant operator. 
 

             

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

   There was no unfinished business. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Consider Adoption of Ordinance No. 1210: 

Ordinance No. 1210 provides regulation of street storage for waste dumpsters. 

 

Motion: Mr. Pristash moved, seconded by Mr. Hall and unanimously carried to table the 

adoption of Ordinance No. 1210.   

 

 

Consider Presentation on Phase 2 of Willow Brook Farm: 

A representative of Willow Brook Farms will appear to make a presentation regarding Phase 

2 development along Howertown Road. 

 

Robert Dwyer was present to explain Phase II of the Willowbrook Farms project.  He was 

looking for Council’s support or denial for the proposed plan of three age-restricted 

apartment buildings as opposed to single family homes (approximately 5,000 sq. ft. lots).  

His thoughts were that it was a good fit for the neighborhood.  He stated that the Borough 

would improve 4
th

 Street and Howertown Road intersection to accommodate the increased 

traffic.   

After expressing their concerns, borough council took a straw vote and unanimously voted 

against the three apartment buildings.  They would prefer to see single family homes in this 

area.    
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Consider Requests to Attend Training Session: 

Police Chief Bryan Kadingo has submitted a request to have Officer Dennis Smith attend a 

two-day course titled “CISM:  Advanced Group Crisis Intervention.”  The course will be 

presented on Friday and Saturday, October 4-5, 2019 with a cost of $150.00. 

 

Motion: Mr. Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Mrs. Kutzler and unanimously carried to 

grant permission for Officer Dennis Smith to attend a two-day course titled “CISM:  

Advanced Group Crisis Intervention” on Friday and Saturday, October 4-5, 2019. 

 

Consider Request of Northampton Area Chamber of Commerce: 

The Northampton Area Chamber of Commerce is seeking permission to hold their annual 

“Uptown” Street Fair on Saturday, September 14, 2019 from 7:00 AM to 6:00 PM.  In 

addition, they wish to use the portable bandshell and toilet and ask that the rental fee be 

waived. 

 

Motion: Mr. McHale moved, seconded by Mrs. Kutzler and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to the Northampton Area Chamber of Commerce to hold their annual “Uptown” 

Street Fair on Saturday, September 14, 2019 from 7:00 AM to 6:00 PM.  In addition, they 

will use the portable bandshell and portable toilet, with rental fees be waived.   

Mr. Pristash abstained from this motion. 

 

Consider Request of Northampton Fire Department: 

The Northampton Fire Department wishes to hold a Coin-Toss event on Saturday, 

September 7, 2019.  They have secured to the necessary state permit to conduct this event at 

the intersection of 21
st
 and Main Street. 

 

Motion: Mr. Pristash moved, seconded by Mrs. Kutzler and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to the Northampton Fire Department to hold a Coin-Toss event on Saturday, 

September 7, 2019 at the intersection of 21
st
 and Main Street.  

 

Consider Sergeant Promotion: 

Officer Michael Buchanan has undergone the necessary physical examination and is 

scheduled for the psychological evaluation on Tuesday, August 13, 2019, as required by the 

Civil Service Ordinance.  I recommend that he be promoted to the rank of Sergeant, 

contingent on his successful passing of the psychological evaluation. 

 

Motion: Mr. Piescienski moved, seconded by Mr. McHale and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to promote Officer Michael Buchanan to the rank of Sergeant, contingent on his 

successful passing of the psychological evaluation. 

 

Consider Hiring Full Time Code Enforcement Officer: 

Keith Knoblach, who currently serves as the Borough’s part time Code Enforcement 

Officer, has accepted Council’s offer to serve as a full time Code Enforcement Officer.  He 

will tentatively begin on Friday, August 30, 2019 and serve at pay level 24. 
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Motion: Mr. Pristash moved, seconded by Mrs. Kutzler and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to hire Keith Knoblach as a full time Code Enforcement Officer.   

 

Consider Request of Fair Districts PA: 

A presentation was made at our last two Council meetings addressing the bipartisan issue of 

gerrymandering. Support of the program was tabled pending Council’s pleasure. 

 

Motion: Mr. Pristash moved, seconded by Mr. McHale and unanimously carried to table the 

request indefinitely with the recommendation that individual concern should contact their 

state representative.    

   

Consider Request of Greater Bath Area Chamber of Commerce: 

The Greater Bath Area Chamber of Commerce has scheduled their annual Spuds and Suds event 

for Saturday, August 24, 2019 and they have requested the use of the portable bandshell. 

 

Motion: Mr. Pany moved, seconded by Mr. Piescienski and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to the Greater Bath Area Chamber of Commerce to use the portable bandshell for 

their annual Spuds and Suds event on Saturday, August 24, 2019. 

 

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

 

--Kenneth Hall said that the fire police assisted at the National Night Out held by the Lehigh Township 

Police Department at Indian Trail Park on August 6
th

.  He said that it went well. 

--He said that the 21
st
 Street corridor is bad again. 

--He asked everyone for a moment of silence in remembrance of Ron Lokay who passed away. 

 

--Robert McHale congratulated Keith Knoblach on his full-time position and Michael Buchanan on his 

promotion to Sergeant.   

--He wants to set up a committee to discuss traffic issues specifically along Howertown Road.   

--He stated that the borough is still in discussion with Allen Township regarding a new sewer 

agreement.  The old contract with Allen Township expired December 31, 2016. 

 

--Keith Piescienski congratulated Keith Knoblach on his full-time code enforcement position.   

--He also said that PennDOT stinks.   

 

--Anthony Pristash commented on the pot holes heading south on Main Street.  He congratulated Keith 

Knoblach on his full-time position as code enforcement officer and Michael Buchanan on his promotion 

to Sergeant.   

 

--Julia Kutzler commented on the bullets that hit the home at 146 Jeffrey Lane.  She apologized to Mr. 

Baab stating that he shouldn’t have to live like that.  She said that the borough needs to look into this 

and find out where in fact the bullets are coming from.  Solicitor Goudsouzian added that they have 

done the right things so far by contacting the police.  He said that this incident is now on the radar and 

they will continue to monitor the situation.  Mrs. Kutzler asked that Mr. Brobst send a letter to Tri-Boro 

Sportsmen Club letting them know we received a complaint, making them aware of the situation.  Chief 
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Kadingo also added that the police have contacted the owner and they are in the process of taking steps 

to better track the people going in and out of the range with sign-in logs.   

 

--Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. also commented on the bullets hitting the home of 146 Jeffrey Lane.  He 

said there could be several possibilities causing the issue such as the mishandling of a weapon.  He also 

asked that the borough and police speak with Tri-Boro regarding the incident and he also suggested that 

they raise the height of their barriers.     

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

--Mr. Brobst stated that he and Victor Rodite have a meeting scheduled next week with Kent Baird 

of Gilmore and Associates to discuss possible grant opportunities for the MS4 project.   

--He said that the pool closes on Sunday, August 25, 2019. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

 

Motion:  Mr. Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Mr. Pristash and unanimously carried to pay the bills 

as listed on A/P Journal #7C, dated July 31, 2019, totaling $300.00, A/P Journal #8 dated August 1, 

2019 totaling $154,051.69 and A/P Journal #8A, dated August 15, 2019, totaling $362,212.92. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Mr. Piescienski, duly seconded by Mr. Hall 

 and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meaghan Case 

Recording Secretary
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