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BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON 

REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING 

NOVEMBER 21, 2019 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  A Regular Public Meeting of the Northampton Borough Council was 

called to order by President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. at 7:30 PM on Thursday November 21, 

2019.  The meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers and began with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Council Members present at roll call were:  President Anthony Lopsonzski, 

Jr., Vice-president Keith Piescienski, Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., Edward Pany, Kenneth Hall, 

Julia Kutzler, Robert McHale and Anthony Pristash.  Also present were Mayor Thomas 

Reenock, Solicitor Steven Goudsouzian, Borough Manager LeRoy Brobst, Police Chief 

Bryan Kadingo and recording secretary Meaghan Case. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Anthony Pristash, duly seconded by 

Anthony Lopsonzksi, Sr., and unanimously carried to approve the Minutes of the Public 

Workshop Meeting held on October 3, 2019 and Regular Public Meeting held on October 16, 

2019.   

Robert McHale and Julia Kutzler abstained from this motion. 

 

HEARING OF PERSONS PRESENT:  
There were no comments received from the public.  

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 13-19: 

 

TITLE: A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING AN AGENT FOR THE 

BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON. 

 

Resolution No. 13-19 authorizes LeRoy Brobst to sign as the Borough's agent in the matter 

of the pension retirement benefit for vested former employee Patricia (Walter) Penny who 

will turn 65 in February, 2020. 

 

Introduced By: Anthony Pristash 
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Seconded By:  Keith Piescienski 

 

Resolution No. 13-19 passed unanimously. 

  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

 

President Lopsonzski, Jr. had nothing to report. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 
 

Mayor Reenock had nothing to report. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
 

Solicitor Goudsouzian had nothing to report. 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:  
 

Administration and Finance:  Councilman Lopsonzski, Sr. reported that the Borough 

Family was saddened by the untimely passing of Christopher Ernst, the son-in-law of 

Barbara Matuczinski. 

--A check in the amount of $26,082 was received for the 2018 Section 904 recycling 

performance grant. This is unusual because the distribution was not anticipated until 

mid-2020. 

--Mr. Pany reports that the family owners of Buzzi Unicem will be in the area and are 

expected to visit the Atlas Museum. He is looking forward to this visit with great 

anticipation.   

Mr. Pany added that unfortunately they are unable to make the trip.  

 

Building, Land and Recreation:  Councilman Pristash reported that the Recreation 

Center sponsored a dance on Saturday, November 16, 2019 from 6:30 to 8:00 PM. The 

next dance is scheduled for March, 2020. 

--Jason Kremus reports that the cheerleading extravaganza had a net profit of $6,038.59. 

This is a bit less than last year and he attributes the difference to fewer competing teams. 

--The Borough's Christmas tree is scheduled to be moved on Friday, November 22, 

2019. The official lighting will take place on Sunday, December 1, 2019 with students 

from Good Shepherd Catholic School offering Christmas and seasonal music, beginning 

at 5:30 PM. Santa is expected to arrive around 6:00 PM. Holiday lighting will be 

installed and turned on starting Wednesday, November 27, 2019. 

 

Code and Police:  Councilman Piescienski reported that the Planning Commission's 

meeting scheduled for Wednesday, November 13, 2019 to review the Preliminary/Final Plan 

for Northampton Townhomes was postponed until Wednesday, December 11, 2019. The 

Commission lacked a quorum. 
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--The Zoning Hearing Board will meet on Thursday, December 12, 2019 to hear two appeals. 

The first appeal is for Judith Ackerman; a request for a variance to conduct a business in a 

residential zone at 427 E. 19th Street and the second appeal is for Rapid Installation Group, 

Inc.; also to conduct a business in a residential zone at 17 E. 4th Street, the former location of 

Kingdom Hall. 

--One of Police Chief Bryan Kadingo's gifts has always been an interest in computers and 

their operation and recently that skill has become evident and useful. He has been able to 

handle the updates moving from Microsoft Windows 7 to Windows 10 on the Police 

computers. He also upgraded the oldest computer in the facility that handles the TopKat fuel 

distribution program. It would cost approximately $18,000 to replace the current system and 

with his improvements, it works better than ever. 

--He also reviewed the police reports for October. 

 

Fire and Health:  Councilwoman Kutzler reported that the Northampton Fire Department 

will be conducting their annual "Operation Santa Run" on Saturday, December 14, 2019. 

Parents wishing to participate may drop off gifts at the Fire Station Wednesday through 

Friday, December 11-13, 2019 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. 

--The Board of Health is scheduled to meet at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, November, 26, 2019.  

She added that she would like a report from the meeting. 

--She also reviewed the fire department reports for October. 

 

Public Works and Sewer:  Councilman McHale reported the last street scheduled for 

paving in 2019 is Elm Alley between Portland Street and Evans Street.  He also gave 

kudos to the public works department.   

--We have been notified that the plan revision for the wastewater treatment plant main 

pumping station has been approved by the Department of Environmental Protection 

(DEP). This means the preliminary concept is approved but does not guarantee that the 

permit application will be acted on favorably by DEP.  He added that the construction is 

scheduled for the third and fourth quarter of 2020 for the replacement of the main pump 

station.   

--We have been notified by the Department of the Army Corps of Engineers that the 

proposed work along Dry Run Creek, as part of the MS4 rehabilitation, is in accordance 

with their requirements. There are a number of forms that will need to be completed and 

returned to the Army Corps of Engineers. This will be completed shortly. 

             

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Consider Request of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church: 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church wishes to sponsor a community Christmas 

Carol event at 6:00 PM on Sunday, December 15, 2019 in the Uptown Park. 
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Following the singing of carols, light refreshments will be provided in the church 

adjacent to the park. All are welcomed. They request that any fees be waived. 

 
Motion: Anthony Pristash moved, seconded by Edward Pany and unanimously 

carried to grant permission to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church to sponsor a 

community Christmas Carol event at 6:00 PM on Sunday, December 15, 2019 in 

the Uptown Park, with any and all fees being waived. 

 

Presentation of 2020 Budget: 

The draft budget for 2020 has been prepared for your review. A brief explanation 

is located in the front of the booklet. The budget does require a 0.5 mil increase in 

the tax rate, the first tax increase since 2016. Mr. Brobst would prefer any specific 

questions be asked at a time when he has access to our accounting software. 

 

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

 

--Kenneth Hall reported that the Coplay Bridge will reopen at the end of December.  He 

said hopefully this will improve traffic in the Borough.  

--He also wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 

  

--Robert McHale commented on Victor’s project number three in his newsletter regarding 

Cement Haul Road.  He also added that Kent Baird of Gilmore is working on a grant that 

may assist with the cost of this project.  

--He wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and said to enjoy the day. 

 

--Keith Piescienski wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.   

 

--Anthony Pristash wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 

--He said that the Coplay Bridge should be open after December 6, 2019. 

--He also said that it’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas and the town looks great. 

 

--Julia Kutzler asked if Victor could look into grants for the police and fire departments.  

 

--Edward Pany said that Al Recker wrote a great article on the Coplay Bridge.   

 

--Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and said to enjoy the 

time with family.  

--He suggested that the park permits be requested/completed at Recreation Center for 2020.  

He said that he feels that park permits fall under parks and recreation.   

--He said that the Civil Service Commission is moving forward to prepare an advertisement 

for police positions.  

--He also said that because of FedEx, deer have found a home in the cemetery off of 

Howertown Road because they don’t have anywhere to go.  He asked if the public works 

department could post deer crossing signs on Howertown Road.   
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
--Mr. Brobst stated that they had a safety meeting on October 15, 2019.  He said they 

have met for enough meetings to qualify as a certified safety committee under the 

Department of Labor and Industry.   

--He said that the Historical Society will have a meeting in council chambers on 

Saturday, October 19, 2019. 

--He said that he attended a solid waste advisory committee meeting in Easton, PA on 

November 21, 2019. 

--Lastly, he stated that he met with the Borough Managers from Catasauqua and North 

Catasauqua and a representative from Zach Mako’s office on November 8, 2019 in the 

Borough office to discuss the FedEx truck traffic.  He added that no one from FedEx 

was present, but they are aware of the situation and trying to put things in place.   

--He said that on November 11, 2019, he met with “People Standing Up” at Change on 

Main.  They discussed the possibilities of plans for the community garden.   

 

  

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

 

Motion:  Mr. Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Mr. Pristash and unanimously 

carried to pay the bills as listed on A/P Journal #11B, dated November 21, 2019, 

totaling $135,012.97. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Mr. Piescienski, duly seconded by Mr. Hall 

 and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:46 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 Meaghan Case 

 Recording Secretary 


