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BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON 

REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING 

MAY 21, 2020 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  A Regular Public Meeting of the Northampton Borough Council was 

called to order by President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. at 7:30 PM on Thursday May 21, 2020.  

The meeting was held virtually via webex.com and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Council Members present at roll call were:  President Anthony Lopsonzski, 

Jr., Vice-president Keith Piescienski, Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., Anthony Pristash, Robert 

McHale, Julia Kutzler, Thomas Gehringer and Kenneth Hall.  Also present were Mayor 

Thomas Reenock, Solicitor Steven Goudsouzian, Borough Manager LeRoy Brobst, Police 

Chief Bryan Kadingo and recording secretary Meaghan Case. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Anthony Pristash, duly seconded by 

Thomas Gehringer, and carried to approve the Minutes of the Regular Public Meeting held on 

April 23, 2020 and the Public Workshop Meeting held on March 5, 2020.   

 

HEARING OF PERSONS PRESENT:  

No one spoke from the public. 

 

ORDINANCES: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 1215: 

 

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON 

REPEALING ORDINANCE 1198, ADOPTING THE 2015 EDITION OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE, AND 

AUTOMATICALLY ADOPTING ALL FUTURE ADDITIONS, 

AMENDMENTS AND SUPPLEMENTS WITHOUT FURTHER 

ORDINANCE. 

 

The adoption of Ordinance No. 1215 will provide the use of the latest international property 

maintenance code by the code enforcement officer and as newer editions are approved by the 

Commonwealth of PA, they will automatically be implemented and available for application. 

 

Introduced By: Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. 

 

Seconded By:  Keith Piescienski 

 

Ordinance No. 1215 passed unanimously. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

 

President Lopsonzski, Jr. had nothing to report. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

Mayor Reenock had nothing to report.  

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

 

Solicitor Goudsouzian had nothing to report. 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:  

Administration and Finance:  Councilman Hall reported that all of our full-time 

employees are back to work. The members of the public works department come in, in 

staggered shifts and avoid dangerous interaction whenever possible. It has taken some 

adjusting; however, they have managed. 

--Mr. Brobst has spoken repeatedly with our solicitor, Steven Goudsouzian, regarding the 

request for an executive session and as of this date, between the two of them, they have not 

come up with a solution.  They are unable to meet even in a large space area because we do 

have more than 10 people gathered in one place, which violates the conditions of a Red 

Zone. A telephonic conference, similar to the one that is used to conduct the meeting, does 

not guarantee confidentiality. 

 

Building, Land and Recreation:  Councilman Pristash reported that we have a 

number of people that have reserved the parks for various events and as long as 

they send a letter cancelling their event, we will provide a refund of their money. 

--The resolution that accompanies the trail grant application has been forwarded to 

the DCNR. 

--Work on the pavilion at the swimming pool is progressing nicely. It will be 

ready to pour the concrete pad within a few days. 

--Mr. Brobst visited the community garden at 16th and Canal Streets. The fence is 

up and the concrete for the shed has been poured. All that is left is the construction 

of the planting beds and the installation of the gates. 

 

Code and Police:  Councilman Piescienski reported that we have looked into holding 

virtual planning commission and zoning hearing meetings, but the recommendation of 

both board solicitors was that the meetings should be conducted with video capabilities. 

As of this time, we do not have video capabilities. Both individuals wishing to appear 

before the two boards agreed to wait until July when restrictions may be eased. 

--Code Officer Knoblach reports that he and his trusted secretary are in the process of 

arranging inspections on vacant properties. 

--In response to questions raised at the last Council meeting of the number of people 

returning their registration forms, if you recall last year each individual residential unit 

was counted as one registration. This year, we are counting each registration listed by 
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the parcel on which it is located. There are some parcels that have as many as 100 units 

for one registration. 

--Police continue to serve 24/7 with no complaints.  Their dedication is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

Fire and Health:  Councilwoman Kutzler reported that enclosed in your packets are the 

minutes from the April 28 Board of Health meeting. 

--The fire department responded to a fire on Main Street early in the morning of Friday, May 

15, 2020. A video made its way to You Tube and showed a flash-over, which is a very 

dangerous situation that can occur during a structure fire. The video portrays the very serious 

side faced by our volunteers on a continual basis. 

 

Public Works and Sewer:  Councilman McHale reported that the Northampton wastewater 

treatment plant annual report has been completed. One copy is available at the Borough office 

and Scott Gillespie has another at the plant. 

--The certification for the new employees as sewer operators is progressing well and on 

schedule. 

--Mr. Brobst spoke with Tom Duffy regarding the bid process for the upgrade of the main 

pump station and this is handled through an organization known as PennBID. Bids should be 

set sometime in June. 

           

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Consider Swimming Pool Season: 

The latest information Mr. Brobst has, projects that our next stage would be Code 

Yellow. He does not know when it will be raised to Code Green but during Code 

Yellow, all pools must remain closed. Once again, he recommends that we do not 

open the pool. 

 

Motion: Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Anthony Pristash, and carried 

to not open the community pool for the 2020 season.  

Julia Kutzler voted against this motion.    

 

Consider Hiring Public Works Summer Help: 

Enclosed in your packet is a list of the applicants for the public works positions. It is my 

recommendation that we hire these young men for the summer of 2020. 

 

Motion: Robert McHale moved, seconded by Julia Kutzler, and unanimously 

carried to grant permission to hire these five young men for public works summer 

help.   
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REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

 

Kenneth Hall wished everyone a Happy Memorial Day.  He said even though there is not a 

ceremony this year, you can have individual celebrations to remember those who served.   

--He thanked Julia Kutzler for the praise for the fire department and told everyone to stay 

safe.   

 

Robert McHale asked about the status of the pavilion at the pool and where we are with the 

pool assessment.  He asked if we could get a grant for the pool modifications.  Mr. Brobst 

explained that we replaced the main piping a few years ago and that there is a problem with 

the pump.  He stated that the filtration system needs modifications.   

--He asked about a phone being installed in council chambers.  Mr. Brobst explained that a 

phone and phone line is in the works and will be installed shortly.   

--He referenced the letter that Mr. Brobst sent to Brian Sabo of Change on Main thanking 

them for their help in cleaning up the parks.  Mr. McHale interpreted the letter wrong and 

thought that we were unhappy with their work.  Mr. Brobst clarified stating that Brian Sabo 

and his group are great and that they do an excellent job cleaning up the parks.  He is very 

appreciative of their volunteered help.   

--Mr. McHale asked if the borough has a policy on medical marijuana use in the employee 

handbook.  Mr. Brobst stated that we do not have a policy on medical marijuana.  Mr. Brobst 

also explained that the public works and police contracts are separate and different.  Mr. 

McHale clarified that his questioning was for the concern of the employees.   

Mr. McHale asked Chief Kadingo about their policy on medical marijuana.  Chief Kadingo 

explained that an officer cannot work under the influence of medical marijuana and if they 

were, their MPOETC certification would be revoked.   

Mr. McHale asked Mr. Brobst asked if he could send him our policy on random drug testing.   

He asked about the illegal fences that were put up in Allen Township.  This was directed to 

Solicitor Goudsouzian and he explained that the litigation is ongoing.   

--He asked if a grant application was submitted for cameras in police vehicles.  Chief 

Kadingo said yes, that he, Victor, and the Mayor prepared and submitted the grant 

application for cameras for the police vehicles.   

--He stated that we need an Act 537 update and he will speak with Tom Duffy of Gilmore 

and Associates regarding this.  He would like to begin the process, prepare the documents 

and move forward.   

--He said that we are faced with an unfortunate situation right now. 

--He said to remember the Veterans and wished everyone a Happy Memorial Day.   

 

Keith Piescienski wished everyone a Happy Memorial Day.   

He encouraged everyone to go visit the memorial lot. 

 

Anthony Pristash wished everyone a Happy Memorial Day and asked everyone to thank a 

Veteran.   

 

Julia Kutzler thanked Change on Main, People Standing Up and the Ambulance Corps for 

their work on the community garden.   
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--She voiced her displeasure of the state not opening back up.  She stated that a business in the 

borough has a sign posted that reads, “Wolf is killing us”.   

--She said that parks need to be opened and kids need to play. 

--She said that Covid-19 is not a death sentence. 

--Lastly, she asked, “when do we take a stand and open the borough”? 

 

Thomas Gehringer wished everyone a Happy Memorial Day.   

--He said that he spoke with Chief Kadingo about getting an impound yard for the police 

department.  He wanted to get it on everyone’s radar and asked for suggestions.   

 

Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. referenced the video of the recent fire that showed a flash-over 

adding that the same things happen to seasoned professionals.   

--He asked if the weeds at the Center Street parking lot could be taken care of and if the public 

works crew could spruce it up.   

--He said that the Howitzer means so much to so many people and it’s important to have it 

moved to the memorial lot as soon as possible.   

--He wished everyone a Happy Memorial Day.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

--Mr. Brobst said that volunteers have been working on the community garden.  

--The e-cycling event that was scheduled for June 13, 2020 has been cancelled.  It may 

be rescheduled for October.   

--The PSAB conference has been cancelled as well. 

--He wished everyone a Happy Memorial Day.  

  

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

 

Motion:  Mr. Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Mr. Gehringer and unanimously 

carried to pay the bills as listed on A/P Journal #5A, dated May 21, 2020, totaling 

$143,804.44. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Mr. Piescienski, duly seconded by Mr. Pristash 

 and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Meaghan Case 

Recording Secretary 


