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BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON 

PUBLIC WORKSHOP MEETING 

October 4, 2018 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  A Public Workshop Meeting of the Northampton Borough Council was  

called to order by President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. at 7:30 PM on Thursday, October 4, 2018.  The 

meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Council Members present at roll call were:  President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr., Vice-

president Keith Piescienski, Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., Anthony Pristash, Robert McHale, Julia Kutzler, 

Edward Pany and Kenneth Hall.  Also present were Mayor Thomas Reenock, Solicitor Steven 

Goudsouzian, Borough Manager LeRoy Brobst, Police Chief Bryan Kadingo and Recording Secretary, 

Meaghan Case.   

 

 HEARING OF PERSONS PRESENT:  

David Haberacker, 109 Candlewycke Lane, Northampton was present to complain about a fence that 

was put up by one of his neighbors that is on Borough property.  This home is however located in Allen 

Township.  Mr. Brobst has been in contact with Eileen Eckhart, Allen Township’s Borough Manager and 

is waiting for a response from her about how to proceed with this situation.   

 

Jon Knight, 1503 Washington Avenue, Northampton was present to complain about the spot light 

from the former Catholic War Vets building shining directly onto his home. He also expressed concerns 

about possible drug activity next door to his home.  He said that drugs are everywhere and that the 

Borough has gotten significantly worse over the last five years.  He suggested that the Borough have a 

drug task force. 

  

Edward Muschlitz, 518 2
nd

 Street, Northampton was present to complain that he hasn’t seen the street 

sweeper pass his house all year.  He said there are cinders in front of his home from months ago.   

Mr. Brobst stated that he did have someone out there since his last complaint and he would have the 

street sweeper out again.   

 

Tim Livengood, owner of Stone Ridge Meadows, Inc., Walnutport was present to ask about future 

sewer connections.  Building is in progress at Stone Ridge and needs the balance of sewer connections 

purchased from Allen Township to complete projects.   

Solicitor Goudsouzian explained that the previous contract between Northampton Borough and Allen 

Township has expired and there is no sewer capacity available until we have a new signed contract with 

Allen Township.   
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Barbara Zenko, 2362 Washington Avenue, Northampton was present to complain about the residents 

at 2385 Washington Avenue having chickens in their back yard.  She also stated that the hedges need to 

be trimmed on Cement Court.  Lastly, she stated that there are six dogs constantly barking at 2370 

Washington Avenue.   

 

COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

Consider Request to Conduct Roxy Photo Shoot:  

We have received a request from John Graberitz, who appeared before Council at the last 

meeting, seeking permission to conduct a photo shoot in front of the Roxy Theatre on Sunday, 

October 21, 2018, between the tentative hours of 4 through 8:30 PM.  Cars would be staged in 

two private parking lots along Franklin Street and moved into position on Main Street’s west 

side.  Main Street will not be closed to traffic.  Proceeds benefit Mission 22 and Blue Star 

Mothers of America. 

 

Motion: Mr. Pristash moved, seconded by Mr. Pany and unanimously carried to grant permission 

to John Graberitz, who appeared before Council at the last meeting, to conduct a photo shoot in 

front of the Roxy Theatre on Sunday, October 21, 2018, between the tentative hours of 4 through 

8:30 PM.   

 

Consider Requests of Borough of North Catasauqua: 

Two requests have been received from the Borough of North Catasauqua: 

 

 1)  The Borough of North Catasauqua and the North Catasauqua Betterment Committee 

are requesting use of the Borough’s portable rest room trailer at their annual Best of North 

Catasauqua Autumnfest on Saturday, October 13, 2018.  The committee is willing to pay for 

transport of the trailer to and from their event and if a Borough employee is needed to keep an 

eye on the generator, his expenses would also be covered. 

 

Motion: Mr. Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Mr. Hall and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to the Borough of North Catasauqua and the North Catasauqua Betterment Committee 

to use the Borough’s portable rest room trailer at their annual Best of North Catasauqua 

Autumnfest on Saturday, October 13, 2018. 

 

 2)  Police Chief Kim Moyer of the North Catasauqua Police Department is requesting the 

assistance of the Northampton Fire Police for their Halloween Parade to be held on Wednesday, 

October 17, 2018, at 7 PM.  No rain date was listed. 

 

Motion: Mrs. Kutzler moved, seconded by Mr. Piescienski and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to Police Chief Kim Moyer of the North Catasauqua Police Department the assistance 

of the Northampton Fire Police for their Halloween Parade to be held on Wednesday, October 17, 

2018, at 7 PM.   

 

Consider Request to Attend Training Program: 

Police Chief Bryan Kadingo is requesting approval for Detective Glenn Deist to attend a three-

day training program on homicide investigation and crime scene management.  The event is 
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presented by the Allentown Police Department from October 16-18, 2018.  The cost of the 

training session is $295. 

 

Motion: Mrs. Kutzler moved, seconded by Mr. Piescienski and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to Police Chief Bryan Kadingo for Detective Glenn Deist to attend a three-day 

training program on homicide investigation and crime scene management, presented by the 

Allentown Police Department from October 16-18, 2018.   

 

Approval of Service Agreement: 

As a response to the Wastewater Treatment Plant Analysis Report, Gilmore & Associates has 

proposed a service agreement not to exceed $20,000 to prepare an Act 537 Special Study to 

address concerns of the plant’s main pumping station and headworks building.  This study will be 

necessary in order to proceed. 

 

Motion: Mr. Piescienski moved, seconded by Mr. Pristash and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to accept a proposed service agreement from Gilmore & Associates not to exceed 

$20,000 to prepare an Act 537 Special Study to address concerns of the plant’s main pumping 

station and headworks building. 

 

Consider Appointment of Animal Control Officer: 

Having conducted interviews with the applicants for the position of animal control officer, 

Council may wish to appoint an officer at this time. 

 

Motion: Mr. Piescienski moved, seconded by Mr. Lopsonzski, Sr. and unanimously carried to 

grant permission to hire Beth Smith as the new animal control officer. 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:  
 

Administration and Finance:  Councilman Lopsonzski, Sr. reported that a process is 

underway to prepare a list for mailing to property owners notifying them of their responsibilities 

and obligations connected with the newly adopted rental inspection ordinance. 

--A meeting was held on Monday, September 24, 2018, with a representative of East Coast Risk 

Management to review our workers’ compensation insurance coverage.  Mr. Brobst was happy to 

report that while there is still some work to be done, we have a passing grade and were told that 

we have done quite well. 

--On Wednesday, September 26, 2018, a meeting was held in Mr. Brobst’s office with Melody 

Bradford of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission and Tom Soares, the eastern regional 

manager of Federal White Cement.  The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission is reaching out to 

local businesses and offering assistance with a variety of services. 

  
Building, Land and Recreation:  Councilman Pristash reported that Recreation Center 

Director Jason Kremus reported that tickets are available for a bus trip to New York City on 

Monday, November 26, 2018.  This will be for a free day in in the city and a round-trip ticket 

costs $40. 

--A meeting was held on Tuesday, September 25, 2018, with a member of the Exchange Club, 

the chief of police, the public works supervisor and the Borough Manager to review the 
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preparations for the 2018 Jack Frost Parade.  Mr. Brobst is still waiting for any Council person to 

ride in the parade with him. 

--The PA DCED single application for improvements at the municipal swimming pool was 

submitted on Thursday, September 27, 2018, three days ahead of schedule.  This application is 

seeking a grant of $45,000 to be distributed from the Monroe Casino funds. 

 

Code and Police:  Councilman Piescienski reported that as of this date, Mr. Brobst has not 

received a report on Miller’s Diner from Servpro. 

--Enclosed in your packet is the Police Committee’s suggestions for the 2019-2021 police 

agreement. 

 
Fire and Health:  Councilwoman Kutzler reported that Fire Chief Keith Knoblach made a 

power point presentation to members of Council and it has been suggested that discussion begin 

on creating a fire tax.  Mr. Pany added that Mr. Brobst was not invited to this meeting. 

--Enclosed in your packet is a quarterly report from Ted Veresink.  The Health Board met on 

Tuesday, September 25, 2018, to review current concerns. 

--The first Annual Fire Department Block Party was a huge success.  Judging of the fire trucks 

took a bit longer than expected.  However, the parade moved along at a good pace. 

--She also reviewed the fire police calls for September.    

 
Public Works and Sewer:  Councilman McHale reported that the rain has not left us yet and 

nowhere is it more felt than at the wastewater treatment plant.  Machines that are not intended to 

run 24/7 have been called on to do so and it is only thanks to the sewer plant staff that we are kept 

operational. 

--A meeting is scheduled for the morning of October 3, 2018 with the Sewer Committee, the 

wastewater treatment plant superintendent and Mr. Brobst for an ongoing review of the Gilmore 

proposal. 

--On October 1, 2018, a crew of the public works department will be putting up the Halloween 

lights. 

 

 REPORT FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

   

Robert McHale stated in reference to Mr. Tim Livengood’s questions about sewer capacity, that 

at this time there are not sewer allocations available.  He stated that we are in the process of 

evaluating the plant and also capabilities outside of the Borough in Allen Township.  He also 

stated that future plans will also look at design vs. operational capacity. 

He also reviewed Keith’s monthly code enforcement report and gave kudos to him for a well 

written, detailed report.   

 

Kenneth Hall said that the turnout for the block party held by the Fire Department was great.  He 

said that they received a letter from a resident complimenting the success of the event.  He also 

stated that it was nice to see an event in that area.    

 

Keith Piescienski reminded everyone that the Fire Department’s open house will be on October 

10
th

, 2018 at 6:00 PM and encouraged all to attend. 

He also requested an executive session to discuss personnel matters. 

 

Anthony Pristash congratulated Mayor Reenock on his well-deserved award from the Boy 
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Scouts of America.   

He also mentioned that the Northampton County Chamber of Commerce received two inquiries 

about purchasing Miller’s Diner.   

  

Julia Kutzler stated that she saw ten meters on the Catholic War Vets building.  It was clarified 

that eight were for each unit, one for laundry and one for the landlord.  She asked the status of the 

Tama building.   

She said that she was very proud of the Fire Department for their presentation, stating it was very 

professional.  She also said she is very thankful for them. 

 

  Edward Pany congratulated Mayor Reenock on his award from the Boy Scouts of America.   

 

Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. congratulated Mayor Reenock on his award, stating that it was a high 

honor to receive from the Boy Scouts of America.     

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Mr. Brobst stated that he received a letter from Serena Davis of Northampton 

County Public Works Department thanking us for the best, smoothest recycling 

event.  He gave kudos to our public works department for a job well done. 

He stated that he attended the awards dinner, held by the Cement Belt Friends of 

Scouting, where Mayor Reenock was named 2018’s “Distinguished Citizen of the 

Year” by the Boy Scouts.  In addition to his plaque from the Boy Scouts, Mayor 

Reenock received citations from State Representative Zach Mako and State 

Senator Lisa Boscola. 

 

Motion: Mr. Piescienski moved, seconded by Mr. Pristash and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to have an executive session to discuss personnel matters. 

 

Council reconvened from the executive session at 9:40 PM. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

 

Motion:  Mr. Pristash moved, seconded by Mr. Lopsonzski, Sr. and unanimously carried to pay 

the bills as listed on A/P Journal #10, dated October 4, 2018, totaling $100.00 and A/P Journal 

#10A, dated October 4, 2018, totaling $156,513.93.  

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Mr. Piescienski, duly seconded by Mr. Hall and 

unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:41 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Meaghan Case 

Recording Secretary 



  

 

 

 


