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BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON 

PUBLIC WORKSHOP MEETING 

AUGUST 6, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  A Public Workshop Meeting of the Northampton Borough Council  

was called to order by President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. at 7:30 PM on Thursday, August 6, 

2020.  The meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers and began with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Council Members present at roll call were:  President Anthony Lopsonzski, 

Jr., Vice President Keith Piescienski, Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., Anthony Pristash, Robert 

McHale, Thomas Gehringer and Kenneth Hall and Julia Kutzler.  Also present were Mayor 

Reenock, Solicitor Brian Panella, Borough Manager LeRoy Brobst, Police Chief Bryan 

Kadingo and Recording Secretary, Meaghan Case.   

 

HEARING OF PERSONS PRESENT: 

Frank Garger, St. Peter & Paul Hungarian Hall, 1300 Stewart Street was present to 

complain about the large, out of state crowds gathering at Canal Street Park in the parking lot 

and grove area.  Mr. Garger expressed his concerns about these large crowds affecting his 

business stating that recently 10 cars have been cited for illegal parking in a private lot.  He 

added that sometimes the patrons of the Hungarian Hall are being harassed by these people 

outside of the building.  They are also drinking alcohol and not practicing social distancing.  

He said that this is an ongoing issue that has been happening for years and every year it gets 

worse.  He wants to know what the Borough is going to do to stop this from happening.   

Solicitor Panella stated that Borough Council is trying to take action and advised Mr. Garger 

to call the Borough Police immediately if any incidents should occur. 

 

Consider Request of Wheels on the Canal: 

We have received a request from the organizers of Wheels on the Canal seeking permission 

to conduct their annual event in the Canal Street Park on Saturday, May 15, 2021, with a rain 

date of Sunday, May 16, 2021. This event benefits Mission 22 and the Blue Star Mothers of 

America - Lehigh Valley Chapter #201. 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., duly seconded by 

Anthony Pristash and unanimously carried to grant permission to the organizers of 

Wheels on the Canal to conduct their annual event in the Canal Street Park on 

Saturday, May 15, 2021, with a rain date of Sunday, May 16, 2021.  

 

Approval to Prepare Ordinance Designating an Impound Lot: 

The solicitor has prepared a draft ordinance for the creation of an impound lot to be limited 
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to the rear of the fire station. Copies have been provided for your review and comments.  If 

Council is satisfied with the draft, Mr. Brobst is seeking permission to advertise the 

ordinance. 

   

Motion:  A motion was made by Thomas Gehringer, duly seconded by Keith 

Peiscienski and unanimously carried to grant permission to Mr. Brobst to advertise 

the ordinance for the creation of an impound lot to be limited to the rear of the fire 

station. 

 

Consider Request of The Gospel Chapel: 

We have received a request from The Gospel Chapel to hold their annual picnic in Municipal 

Park Pavilion "B" on Sunday, August 16, 2020. They have asked that the rental fee be 

waived. 

   

Motion:  A motion was made by Julia Kutzler, duly seconded by Anthony 

Lopsonzski, Sr. and unanimously carried to grant permission to The Gospel Chapel to 

hold their annual picnic in Municipal Park Pavilion "B" on Sunday, August 16, 2020, 

waiving the rental fee. 

 

Consider Request of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church: 

We have received a request from Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, who recently held a 

community service in the Uptown Park, and they wish to do so again on two separate 

occasions. They wish to meet on Sunday, August 9, 2020, and Sunday, August 23, 2020. 

They have also asked that any rental fee be waived. 

   

Motion:  A motion was made by Anthony Pristash, duly seconded by Keith 

Piescienski and unanimously carried to grant permission to Zion Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, to hold a community service in the Uptown Park on Sunday, 

August 9, 2020, and Sunday, August 23, 2020, with all fees being waived. 

 

Appointment to Zoning Hearing Board: 

We have received a request from Joan Marinkovits to fill the vacant seat on the Zoning 

Hearing Board. 

If appointed, her term would end on December 31, 2022. 

   

Without a motion, the motion was not considered. 

 

Appointment to UCC Board of Appeals: 

Currently, three of the five seats on the UCC Board of Appeals are vacant. We have received 

an application from Michael Edelman, who wishes to serve on that board.  His term would 

expire on April 30, 2021, at which time he would need to reapply. He is not a resident of 

Northampton Borough.  However, the solicitor's opinion is he does not have to be. 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Anthony Pristash.  Without a second, the motion 

was not considered. 
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Consider Request of Northampton Fire Department: 

We have received a request from the Northampton Fire Department to attend the Lookout 

Fire Company's annual Labor Day Parade in Pen Argyl on Monday, September 7, 2020. As 

always, the department will continue to provide coverage for the Borough. 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Julia Kutzler, duly seconded by Anthony 

Lopsonzski, Sr. and unanimously carried to grant permission to the Northampton Fire 

Department to attend the Lookout Fire Company's annual Labor Day Parade in Pen 

Argyl on Monday, September 7, 2020. 

 

REPORT FROM COMMITTEES: 

Administration and Finance:  Councilman Hall reported that we have received the 

quarterly franchise fee from Service Electric Cable TV in the amount of 

$6,192.60. This covers the second quarter of 2020. 

--Metro Hucaluk, Barbara Matuczinski and Mr. Brobst met with William Paletski of East 

Coast Rick Management, for our annual worker's compensation review. We are in the 

process of completing our Action Goals and Mr. Paletski was very helpful. 

--Operation of the administration office is going well. We have managed to provide services 

to the community despite the pandemic. Mr. Brobst wishes to personally thank members of 

the staff for a job well done. 

 

Building, Land and Recreation:  Councilman Pristash reported that members of the 

Exchange Club are planning to meet on Saturday, August 8, 2020, to determine whether they 

are sponsoring the Halloween Parade for this year.  

--We have yet to hear from the Chamber of Commerce to be able to determine if they plan to 

sponsor the annual Street Fair. 

--Recreation Director Jason Kremus reports that their operational system during this critical 

time has been well received and continues to satisfy both the center's members and the 

working staff. 

 

Code and Police:  Councilman Piescienski reported that the Zoning Hearing Board will 

meet on Thursday, August 13, 2020, to hear the appeal of Heather Doll, 1345 Washington 

Avenue. She is looking for relief on the setback requirements for a fence. 

--We have received the results of the written test for a patrolman. They will be turned over to 

the Civil Service Commission for analysis. Police Chief Bryan Kadingo and Detective 

Joseph Kicska conducted the physical agility test on Saturday, July 25, 2020. Those results 

will also go to the Civil Service Commission. 

--He reviewed the zoning permits for July.   

 

Fire and Health:  Councilwoman Kutzler reported that the Board of Health met on Tuesday, 

July 28, 2020. A copy of the minutes is enclosed in your packet. 

--The parade in Mahanoy City scheduled for Friday, July 31, 2020, was cancelled, so the fire 

department did not have an opportunity to participate. 
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--The annual fire department block party scheduled for Saturday, September 19, 2020, has 

been cancelled. 

--She also reviewed the fire department and fire police reports for July. 

 

Public Works and Sewer:  Councilman McHale reported that we recently discovered that 

the sewer line in Line Alley from Kern Alley south has collapsed. We contracted with Joao 

and Bradley of Bethlehem, PA, to make the repairs. Our public works department does not 

have the equipment to handle a job of this nature. The proposed cost is $58,986.14. We have 

not had a serious infrastructure failure like this for several years and I hope this is not an 

omen of things to come. Funding for this project is being provided by the Northampton 

County CDBG grant, which was originally designated for street paving. 

--We have begun our paving program and completed two of the streets. We will have to 

determine how much remains available after the sewer repair. 

--The successful bidders on the sewer plant upgrade have been notified. The start date will be 

coordinated with the wastewater treatment plant personnel and our engineer. 

 

REPORT FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

 

Kenneth Hall said that the community garden had a late start but is moving along nicely.  

He is still trying to get more items but may have to hold off on ordering seasonal items, as 

most of them were on backorder due to COVID-19. 

--He gave kudos to the fire department for their efforts in helping residents pump out 

basements due to the heavy rains on August 4, 2020. 

 

Robert McHale asked for a year to date number on registrations and a comparison to last 

year.  Mr. Brobst said he would speak with Keith Knoblach and will address the status at the 

next scheduled council meeting.   

He mentioned that he heard gun shots while on the D&L Trail.  He asked if we have received 

an update from Tri-Boro Sportsmen Club.  He wanted to make sure they were following 

proper protocols.  Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. said that he received an update as of the end of 

April.  They have increased the height of their berms in the shooting areas & have sign in/out 

sheets for members using the shooting range.   

--He asked Mr. Brobst for a copy of the refuse contract.  He wants to make some changes to 

the bid specs. He would like to see line items of individual costs for each size dumpster.   

 

Keith Piescienski said that the fire department received several calls because of people using 

poor judgement, driving through standing water and getting stranded.   

 

Anthony Pristash said that Police Departments in general need more funding.  He gave 

kudos to the fire department for their efforts in helping several residents.   

 

Julia Kutzler also gave kudos to the fire department for their great work.  

--She asked about the status of 105 & 107 Laubach Avenue.  Mr. Brobst explained that we 

are unable to locate the property owner and that there is a warrant out for his arrest.   
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Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. said that he recently read a letter from a Priest in our Borough 

thanking borough council for his free membership to the recreation center.  It was very much 

appreciated.   

--The Civil Service Commission is in the process of getting the list together for potential 

candidates for the police officer positions.  Chief Kadingo added that they started with 29 

candidates.  16 of them completed the testing and they are down to six possible candidates.   

--He said that he is the biggest “cheerleader” for all of our departments in the borough adding 

that our fire department is amazing.  He also said that all emergency services departments 

always need funding/donations.  He asked citizens of the borough to make donations, of any 

amount, to show our gratitude for them.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Mr. Brobst said that the County is working with PEMA to see if they are 

going to declare an emergency disaster in our area.  He sent pictures of 

damages caused by the flooding at the sewer plant.   

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

 

Motion:  Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Anthony Pristash and 

unanimously carried to pay the bills as listed on A/P Journal #7C, dated July 28, 2020, 

totaling $5,000.00 and A/P Journal #7D, dated July 30, 2020 totaling $418,552.59 and 

A/P Journal #8, dated August 6, 2020 totaling $77,154.93.   

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Keith Piescienski, duly seconded by Kenneth 

Hall and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:46 PM. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Meaghan Case 

Recording Secretary 


