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BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON 

REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING 

DECEMBER 17, 2020 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  A Regular Public Meeting of the Northampton Borough Council was called to 

order by President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. at 7:30 PM on Thursday December 17, 2020.  The meeting 

was held virtually via Zoom and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Council Members present at roll call were:  President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr., Vice-

president Keith Piescienski, Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., Anthony Pristash, Robert McHale, Thomas 

Gehringer, Julia Kutzler and Kenneth Hall.  Also present were Mayor Thomas Reenock, Solicitor 

Brian Panella, Borough Manager LeRoy Brobst, Police Chief Bryan Kadingo and recording secretary 

Meaghan Case. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Anthony Pristash, duly seconded by Anthony 

Lopsonzski, Sr., and carried to approve the Minutes of the Public Workshop Meeting held on 

November 5, 2020 and the Regular Public Meeting held on November 19, 2020.   

Robert McHale abstained from the November 5th meeting because he was not in attendance. 

 

HEARING OF PERSONS PRESENT:  

No one spoke from the public. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-20 

 

TITLE: A RESOLUTION GRANTING FINAL APPROVAL TO THE 2021 ANNUAL 

BUDGET. 

 

Resolution No. 15-20 grants final approval to the 2021 proposed budget.  The only changes that appear 

are the manager’s letter, the sewer fund summary page, and the revenue source chart for the sewer 

fund.  The change reflects a reduction in the anticipated sewer tapping fees in 2021.   

 

The following comments were received from council members. 

 

Robert McHale said he reviewed non-discretionary budget items to possible soften the 1 mill increase.  

He said that we cancelled the Christmas party in 2020 and may possibly consider cancelling it again 

in 2021.  He said we could postpone the purchase of a new police vehicle until 2022.   
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He referenced our part-time health officer stating that we could use the state for free. 

He suggested a storm water fee on every parcel including non-exempt entities to offset the cost of the 

MS4 project adding that this fee could be removed in the future.  This could be added to the quarterly 

water/sewer bills as an additional line item. 

He also suggested possibly keeping the pool closed for 2021. 

 

Julia Kutzler suggested possibly closing the recreation center. 

She suggested putting off the purchase of a new police vehicle. 

She suggested closing the museum.   

She suggested that the school district supply funding for the public library. 

She said we have to consider cutting larger items to make an impact on the bottom line. 

She does not want to see anything taken away from our Emergency Management Services. 

 

Anthony Pristash stated that it is not an option to close the recreation center adding that it is an asset 

to the Borough.   

 

Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. asked Chief Kadingo if the police department could forego a new police 

vehicle for 2021.  Chief Kadingo said they would see an issue with repair costs especially on older 

vehicles.  He said it would increase the wear and tear on the older vehicles.   

He also suggested that the school district supply funding for the public library.  

 

 

Introduced By: Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. 

 

Seconded By:  Thomas Gehringer 

 

Resolution No. 15-20 passed.   

Robert McHale and Anthony Pristash voted against this resolution.          

 

ORDINANCES 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 1217 

 

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE TAX RATE FOR THE BOROUGH OF 

NORTHAMPTON FOR THE YEAR 2021. 

 

Ordinance No. 1217 fixes the Northampton Borough property tax at 11.50 mills.  All previous taxes 

that were enacted remain the same.   

 

Introduced By: Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. 

 

Seconded By:  Thomas Gehringer 
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Ordinance No. 1217 passed.   

Robert McHale and Anthony Pristash voted against this ordinance.                   

       

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

 

President Lopsonzski, Jr. said he hopes everyone enjoys the Holiday season and wished everyone a 

Happy New Year. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

Mayor Reenock had nothing to report.  

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

 

Solicitor Goudsouzian recommended that council make a motion to advertise with a public notice to 

designate West Alley and Station Alley one way streets for the 21st Street Townhomes project. 

 

 Motion:  A motion was made by Anthony Pristash, duly seconded by Robert McHale and 

carried to grant permission to Solicitor Goudsouzian to advertise with a public notice to designate 

West Alley and Station as one way streets for the 21st Street Townhomes project. 

Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. voted against this motion.  

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:  

 

Administration and Finance:  Councilman Hall reported that enclosed in your packet is the annual 

report from the Atlas Cement Memorial Museum Trust. As you can see, the pandemic severely 

curtailed visitor operation. Hopefully, this can be resumed in 2021. 

--It is anticipated that the next few meetings may be held virtually. Special thanks should be extended 

to Solicitor Steven Goudsouzian who, having a Zoom account, has been quite helpful to create the 

connectivity for us to operate. We previously used another procedure. However, to operate as we did 

in the past, we would have to enroll with a membership fee of $13.50 per month. 

--The garbage billing journal will be prepared within the next two weeks and forwarded to Harris for 

printing and mailing. 

 

Building, Land and Recreation:  Councilman Pristash reported that with the governor's directive, 

we found it necessary to close the recreation center. We will wait until January 4, 2021 to 

determine how we will proceed. 

--Mr. Brobst received paperwork from the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission to be signed for 

the Borough's participation in the River Central Committee. The documentation will be 

forwarded to North Catasauqua for their endorsement; then to Catasauqua; Hanover Township, 
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Lehigh County; and East Allen Township. This should provide some assistance with the D&L 

Trail between Northampton and North Catasauqua. 

 

Code and Police:  Councilman Piescienski reported that we should take this opportunity to 

thank the members of the Lafayette College Technology Clinic. Their participation was 

enthusiastic and insightful. They come from a variety of backgrounds with majors that are not 

closely related to a project that they served so well. 

--The resolution establishing permit fees for 2021 will be on the Agenda for the January 7, 

2021 Council meeting. Mr. Brobst worked closely with Juliann Edelman and will try to 

incorporate all the suggestions that were made. 

Robert McHale added that he would like to see an impound fee of $40 per day added to the fee 

schedule for the new impound lot.  He would like to see an increase in both the rental and 

delivery fees for the portable bandshell.  He also wants to see a tiered fee schedule added for 

the portable restroom.   

 

Fire and Health:  Councilwoman Kutzler reported that a meeting was held on Friday, December 

11, 2020, with Beth Smith, the animal control officer; Ted Veresink, the health officer; Keith 

Knoblach, the code enforcement officer; Sal Zangari, part-time code enforcement officer, the 

Borough Manager, and herself. It seemed to be a productive meeting and several questions were 

answered and hopefully, resolved. 

--On Saturday, December 12, 2020, Mr. Brobst heard what he thought was a response to a fire and 

he went out on his front porch to see what was the matter and what to his wondering eyes should 

appear but a fire truck that looked like eight reindeer. Santa Claus came by and waved to him as he 

continued on his way. This journey through the Borough was supposed to be just once but he 

believe they repeated it for a total of four separate trips over Saturday and Sunday. A big Thank You 

to the volunteers of the fire department. 

--On Monday, December 7, 2020, Mr. Brobst met with Board of Health chairperson Donna Zangari. 

They had an interesting discussion and he felt that the meeting was helpful and productive. In 2021, 

he would like to follow this procedure with all commission chairpersons and department heads. 

 

Public Works and Sewer:  Councilman McHale reported that Wednesday, December 16, 2020, we 

had a pretty significant snowfall and our public works crew was prepared and did a great job with 

snow plowing. 

--On Wednesday, December 9, 2020, the committee met with Scott Gillespie, Tom Duffy and Ryan 

Conrad, a representative of DESCCO Design & Construction, Inc., to review the timeline for the main 

pump upgrade. They are a few weeks behind schedule but still on target to complete the project in a 

timely fashion. 

--A meeting was scheduled for the MS4 project at the Dry Run Creek area. However, it was 

anticipated that the weather would not cooperate for an onsite visit or travel from representatives of 

Gilmore & Associates. The meeting will take place sometime during the first week of January 2021. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Consider Requests for Handicapped Parking Zones: 

Police Chief Bryan Kadingo has received two handicapped parking requests and Council should act 

on each request separately.  The first request is for a handicapped spot in the area of 1367 Main 

Street and in this case, Chief Kadingo has recommended rejecting the request because there is a 

garage at the rear of the property.   

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Julia Kutzler, duly seconded by Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. 

and unanimously carried to reject the request of a handicapped parking spot in the area 1367 

Main Street. 

 

The second request is for 637 Washington Avenue.  Previously, a sign had been placed at this 

address.  The former placard holder moved out and the new tenant would qualify for the 

handicapped spot.   

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Anthony Pristash, duly seconded by Keith Piescienski and 

unanimously carried to grant permission to approve a handicapped spot for the tenant at 637 

Washington Avenue.   

 

Consider Recommendation of Planning Commission: 

On Wednesday, December 9, 2020, the Planning Commission met virtually with members of the 

Lafayette College Technology Clinic.  A copy of their report is included in your packet.  Following 

their presentation, the members of the commission were polled and it was suggested that the team 

members pursue the top two items presented.  They were: Item #4 – Supporting Online Presence 

and Item #5 – Celebrating the Northampton Borough Identity.  It would be best if they are going to 

pursue these items in their second semester to have Council’s blessing.   

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Tony Pristash, duly seconded by Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. 

and carried to grant permission to the Lafayette College Technology Clinic to pursue 

supporting the Borough’s website with no cost to the Borough.   

Julia Kutzler voted against this motion. 

 

Consider Billing Cemeteries for Garbage Service: 

Mr. Brobst investigated the cost to pick up the dumpsters in the four cemeteries.  Three of the four 

have a 2-yard front loader that is picked up every other week and the larger one belonging to 

Queenship of Mary has a 4-yard front loader that is picked up once every two weeks.  The cost from 

the new provider for three of the four is $260 per year; the cost to pick up the Queenship of Mary 
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dumpster is $520 per year.  If we are going to bill for this service, three of the cemeteries would be 

charged for one unit or $340 and Queenship of Mary would be charged for two units or $680. 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Robert McHale duly seconded by Julia Kutzler and 

unanimously carried to bill for garbage service for the dumpsters at the four cemeteries.  

 

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

 

Kenneth Hall said that the public works crew did a great job plowing snow. 

--He wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

Robert McHale mentioned a discussion about the electric supply company for the Borough and 

said that it should be approved by council.  He would like it on the agenda for the next meeting. 

--He wished everyone joyous and happy holidays and a healthy and happy New Year. 

 

Keith Piescienski congratulated the public works department on a great job plowing snow.   

--He wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

Anthony Pristash said that it’s been a tough year.  He wished everyone a happy holiday and said to 

enjoy time with family.   

--He said the public works crew did a phenominal job plowing snow.   

--He gave praises to Richard Wolfe of the Roxy Theater for showing eight Christmas movies in 

collaboration with the Chamber of Commerce.  They had Santa Claus in attendance and collected 

several donations for the food bank.  He was extremely impressed and it exceeded his expectations.   

 

Julia Kutzler congratulated the public works department for a great job snow plowing. 

--She said no one feels good about a tax increase but at this time it is necessary. 

--She said she does not want to close the library, recreation center and museum.   

--She is thankful for the Fire Department and what they did for the children.   

--She is proud to work with all the men on borough council. 

--She thanked the Borough office staff for their hard work. 

--She wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

Thomas Gehringer wished everyone Happy Holidays and thanked public works for a job well 

done. 

 

Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. encouraged everyone to call Roger Marth for snow removal and 

miscellaneous jobs adding that he does a great job. 

--He said Richard Wolfe of the Roxy Theater does a great job and is an asset to the Borough.   

--He wished everyone a Merry Christmas and said see you next year. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

--Mr. Brobst said that in his former life he disliked snow plowing.  He said that the public 

works crew always does a great job.  

He thanked the members of council for their cooperation with the budget. 

He wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

 

Motion:  Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Anthony Pristash and unanimously 

carried to pay the bills as listed on A/P Journal #12A, dated December 15, 2020, totaling 

$250.00, A/P Journal #12B, dated December 16, 2020 totaling $171,338.35 and A/P Journal 

#12C, dated December 16, 2020 totaling $14,538.46. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Keith Piescienski, duly seconded by Kenneth Hall and 

unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:04 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Meaghan Case 

Recording Secretary 


