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BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON 

REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING 

NOVEMBER 19, 2020 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  A Regular Public Meeting of the Northampton Borough Council was called to 

order by President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. at 7:30 PM on Thursday November 19, 2020.  The 

meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Council Members present at roll call were:  President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr., Vice-

president Keith Piescienski, Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., Anthony Pristash, Robert McHale, Thomas 

Gehringer, Julia Kutzler and Kenneth Hall.  Also present were Mayor Thomas Reenock, Solicitor 

Brian Panella, Borough Manager LeRoy Brobst, Police Chief Bryan Kadingo and recording secretary 

Meaghan Case. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Anthony Pristash, duly seconded by Kenneth 

Hall, and carried to approve the Minutes of the Public Workshop Meeting held on October 1, 2020 

and the Regular Public Meeting held on October 15, 2020.   

In the October 15th minutes, a change will be made under “Reports from Committees” Public Works 

& Sewer, reported by Robert McHale, not Keith Piescienski. 

 

HEARING OF PERSONS PRESENT:  

No one spoke from the public. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

 

President Lopsonzski, Jr. had nothing to report. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

Mayor Reenock had nothing to report.  

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

 

Solicitor Panella had nothing to report.   
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:  

 

Administration and Finance:  Councilman Hall reported that we are in receipt of a check in the 

amount of $6,732.27. This represents our third quarter franchise fee from Service Electric Cable TV. 

--On Thursday, November 12, 2020, Meaghan Case and Mr. Brobst met with four representatives of 

Republic Services in preparation for our transition beginning January of 2021. The meeting went well, 

and the Republic representatives were confident that the change would be a smooth one. 

--We will finalize the paperwork for the grant payment for the community garden.   We should receive 

$8,000. 

--We are in the final stages of submitting our request for payment for the county CDBG funding that 

will be split to cover the cost of paving during 2020 and the sewer line collapse repair in Line Alley. 

 

Building, Land and Recreation:  Councilman Pristash reported that the Borough Christmas tree 

will be installed at Main Street and Laubach Avenue on Friday, November 20, 2020, by Sidleck 

Crane.  The tree will be decorated through Wednesday, November 25, 2020, and on that evening, 

all the Christmas decorations and the tree will light. 

--Operation at the recreation center continues at a controlled even pace. This will continue as is 

unless there is a new state directive, one way or the other, with protocols for the pandemic. 

 

Code and Police:  Councilman Piescienski reported that a meeting has been scheduled with the 

agent and developer of Willow Brook Farm Trust - Phase 2. This will take place on Tuesday, 

November 17, 2020, at 1 PM. 

--He reviewed the police activity for October. 

 

Fire and Health:  Councilwoman Kutzler reported that the fire department will sponsor their 

annual Santa Run on Saturday, December 12, 2020, beginning at Noon. Due to COVID-19, there 

will not be a gift exchange.   

--The aerial ladder truck training sessions were scheduled to be held on November 16, 17, & 18, 

2020.  Due to a personal emergency, the training from an aerial engineer from Pierce Manufacturing 

will be rescheduled for a later date. 

--On Thursday, November 19, 2020, the ladder will go to Bird-in-Hand, PA, for final equipment 

mounting. 

--A meeting with the animal control officer has been scheduled for 10 AM on Friday, November 20, 

2020. 

 

Public Works and Sewer:  Councilman McHale reported that as stated earlier, the public works 

department will be busy decorating for the upcoming holiday season. One thing Mr. Brobst has always 

appreciated about Northampton Borough is the vibrance of its holiday spirit. 

--Mr. Scott Gillespie is still recuperating at home and hopes to return sometime in the near future. 

--This year's paving program, for all intent and purposes, has been completed. Most blacktop-

producing plants are closing for the season.  

--UGI crews will be working through the winter replacing underground mains and service 

connections. Gregory Morey has been and will continue to be in contact with their crews to insure 

passable roads.          
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Consider Request for Portable Band Trailer: 

We have received a request on behalf of the Whitehall Area Chamber of Commerce and the 

Borough of Catasauqua for the use of the portable band trailer on Saturday, November 28, 2020, 

from 11 AM until 3 PM. They will be sponsoring the Catasauqua StrEAT Festival that was 

scheduled earlier in the year but was cancelled due to the pandemic. 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Anthony Pristash, duly seconded by Thomas Gehringer and 

unanimously carried to grant permission to the Whitehall Area Chamber of Commerce and 

the Borough of Catasauqua for the use of the portable band trailer on Saturday, November 

28, 2020, from 11 AM until 3 PM. 

 

Consider Request of The Gospel Chapel: 

The Gospel Chapel is requesting the use of a park on either December 19, 2020, or December 24, 

2020, to stage a live Nativity service, which will be open to the public.  They have asked for either 

the Municipal Park and pavilion and bandshell, which will be winterized, or Canal Street where the 

restrooms will be open. If you truly wish to consider this, I recommend Saturday, the 19th, at Canal 

Street with no portable band trailer. 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Julia Kutzler, duly seconded by Anthony Pristash and 

unanimously carried to table the request until the next council meeting scheduled on 

December 3, 2020. 

 

Introduction of Lafayette College Technology Clinic Team: 

As part of the Special Action Plan, we have been receiving assistance from the Lafayette College 

Technology Clinic Team students. They will be on hand to make a brief presentation and answer 

any questions Council may have. 

 

Three students were present from the Lafayette College Technology Clinic Team.  They will create 

an invite for a Zoom meeting, possibly during the Planning Commission meeting which is scheduled 

on Wednesday, December 9, 2020.  They will present five possible projects that will be beneficial to 

the Borough.   

 

Presentation of Budget: 

Mr. Brobst and his staff have done their best to prepare a budget for 2021. He would prefer to 

answer any specific questions in his office where he has material available to best answer any 

inquiry. 

Robert McHale had several questions on specific line items in the budget.  Mr. Brobst gave answers 

and clarification on the items in question.  The following changes were made to the 2021 budget: 

Pg. 44 – gas revenue was changed from $70,000 to $75,000 
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Pg. 69 – Tapping fees for Willowbrook development was changed from $400,000 to $225,000 

Pg. – 73 – Pump station upgrade cost was changed from $335,000 to $375,000 

 

Julia Kutzler asked for clarification on a few items.  Mr. Brobst gave answers and clarification on 

the items questioned.    

 

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

 

Robert McHale mentioned an email received about election signs.  Mr. Brobst said the complaint 

was turned over to the code office. 

--After Mr. Brobst confirmed that the Borough Christmas party is cancelled this year, he said that 

we are finally in ethics compliance.   

--He said due to the spike in COVID-19 cases, we should prepare for future virtual council 

meetings.   

 

Keith Piescienski said that UGI is doing a great job ruining the Borough streets. 

 

Anthony Pristash wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and said be safe and God bless. 

 

Julia Kutzler thanked everyone to being open to the Gospel Chapel.  She thanked everyone for 

their consideration for them to hold their service. 

 

Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. informed everyone that on Christmas Eve at 6:00 PM, everyone should go 

outside and ring bells for one minute.  He is encouraging everyone to participate and show your 

Christmas spirit.  

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

--Mr. Brobst announced that Scott Gillespie may be released to come back to work on Monday, 

November 23, 2020. 

--He said that five cats were trapped today by Sal Zangari and Veronica Kunkel from the 

Northampton Avenue area.  They will be spayed/neutered, recover for a few days and returned 

back to their area.   

--He said that we will not receive any funding from FEMA for the August storm.   

--He wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

 

Motion:  Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Thomas Gehringer and unanimously 

carried to pay the bills as listed on A/P Journal #11A dated November 19, 2020, totaling 

$305,179.28. 
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ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Keith Piescienski, duly seconded by Kenneth Hall and 

unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:39 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Meaghan Case 

Recording Secretary 


