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BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON 

REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING 

MAY 16, 2019 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  A Regular Public Meeting of the Northampton Borough Council was called to 

order by President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. at 7:30 PM on Thursday, May 16, 2019.  The meeting was 

held in Borough Council Chambers and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Council Members present at roll call were:  President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr., Vice-

president Keith Piescienski, Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., Edward Pany, Kenneth Hall, Robert McHale, 

Julia Kutzler and Anthony Pristash.  Also present were Mayor Thomas Reenock, Solicitor Steven 

Goudsouzian, Borough Manager LeRoy Brobst, Police Chief Bryan Kadingo and Recording Secretary, 

Meaghan Case. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. Pristash, duly seconded by Mr. Hall, and 

unanimously carried to approve the Minutes of the Public Workshop Meeting held on April 4, 2019 and 

the Regular Public Meeting held on April 18, 2019.   

Robert McHale abstained.  He was not in attendance at the April 18, 2019 meeting.   

 

HEARING OF PERSONS PRESENT:  
 

David Haberacker, 109 Candlewycke Lane, Northampton, was present to ask for an update on the 

fences in Allen Township on Borough property.  Mr. Brobst explained that Solicitor Goudsouzian has 

sent letters and the process is moving forward.  He explained that the Borough is trying to figure out 

who owns the fences in question.  

He also asked about the possibility of the public being allowed to speak at multiple times during council 

meetings.   

 

Seth Rubino, 325 S. Hokendauqua Drive, Northampton, was present to follow up on the email that 

he sent to the Borough regarding the extreme traffic and speeding on Dewey Avenue in the area of 23
rd

 

Street and also Siegfried Avenue.  He stated that both streets are used as a shortcut and it’s creating a 

hazard for students, pedestrians and residents in the area.  He suggested making both Dewey Avenue 

and Siegfried Avenue one-way streets.  Solicitor Goudsouzian stated that borough council will look into 

this issue.   

Brian King, 404 Buckingham Drive, Northampton, was present to complain about the increase 

of train noise in that area.  He was referring to the trains that run at 10
th

 and Main Streets.  He said 

that the trains are 25 yards from residents’ homes and that they are idling and revving their engines 

after 8:00 PM well into the early morning hours, sometimes for over an hour at a time.  He said that 

he spoke with Mr. Brobst and asked him what was being stored in the rail cars.  Mr. Brobst could 
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not answer exactly what the rail cars were storing.  Mr. Brobst explained that he would reach out to 

Horwith Trucking Company, owner of one of the rail cars, and bring this issue to their attention.  

Mr. Brobst also stated that Norfolk Southern owns the railroad and the Borough cannot control 

when trains run on those tracks.   

Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. stated that there is a DOT placard located on all corners of tankers and rail 

cars and that you can look up online what is being stored in them.   

 

 RESOLUTION NO. 6-19: 

 

TITLE:   A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH, 

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA (HEREINAFTER "THE 

MUNICIPALITY") 

 

Resolution No. 6-19 adopts and submits a plan revision to the official Sewage Facilities 537 

Plan of the Borough. This revision will be sent to DEP for their review. 

 

Introduced By: Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr._______  

Seconded By:  Anthony Pristash       __________ 

 

Resolution No. 6-19 was unanimously carried to adopt and submit a plan revision to the 

official Sewage Facilities 537 Plan of the Borough. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

 

President Lopsonzski, Jr. had nothing to report. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 
 

 Mayor Reenock had nothing to report. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
 

 Solicitor Goudsouzian had nothing to report.   

 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:  

 

Administration and Finance:  Councilman Lopsonzski, Sr. reported we are in receipt of the first 

quarterly franchise fee from Service Electric Cable TV in the amount of $5,885.51. 
 --On Monday, May 20, 2019, Frank Brooks of Northampton County will be conducting a one-

hour seminar on the HUD Fair Housing and Comprehensive Plan in the Borough Council 

chambers. His meeting will begin at 5:30 PM and end at 6:30 PM. 

 --Ms. Barbara Matuczinski and Mr. Brobst met with Ms. Kate Lobley of Benecon to review our 

2015-2018 performance report. It is anticipated that during 2019 we will receive the 2018 surplus in 

the amount of $187,634. When budgeting, Mr. Brobst had only anticipated $70,000. He is pleased 

with our performance. 
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 Building, Land and Recreation:  Councilman Hall reported that the Farmers' Market will 

open on Tuesday, May 14, 2019, and continue every Tuesday through September 17, 2019, from 

3 PM until 6:30 PM. The market will be located in the pavilions of the Municipal Park, 

 --The Municipal swimming pool will open on Saturday, June 8, 2019, and will remain open until Sunday, 

August 25, 2019. Season passes are available at the recreation center. 

 --Recreation Center summer passes are currently available. The time period covered is May 13, 

2019, through Labor Day, September 2, 2019. 

 --Wheels on the Canal will be held in the Canal Street Park area on Saturday, May 18, 2019. 
 --The Joint Veterans' Memorial Day Celebration will be held on Monday, May 27, 2019, at 11 AM. 

There will not be a parade and those wishing to attend should go directly to the Memorial lot at 14th and 

Washington Avenue. 

 

Code and Police:  Councilman Piescienski reported that the Northampton Area Chapter AARP 

recently made a generous contribution of $250 to the police equipment fund. The department is 

most grateful. 

 --The 11
th

 Annual Paw Prints on the Canal is scheduled for Sunday, June 2, 2019. The event will 

take place between 11 AM and 4 PM, rain or shine, at the Canal Street Park along the Lehigh 

River. Historically, this event has generated substantial support of the Borough's K-9 program. 

 --A meeting was scheduled on Wednesday, May 8, 2019, at 7 PM, for a planning commission 

review of the Act 537 Plan Revision sewer module. The commission offered no objections. 

--He also reviewed the police reports for April. 

 

Fire and Health:  Councilwoman Kutzler reported a number of our volunteer fire fighters 

anticipate attending the fire show in Harrisburg on Friday, May 17, 2019. 

--The Board of Health will meet on Tuesday, May 28, 2019, at 7 PM. The majority of the 

health inspections will occur during the months of June, July and August. 

--She also reviewed the fire department calls for April. 

 

Public Works and Sewer:  Councilman Pany reported that the rain patterns that began last August 

are still with us, creating some very difficult challenges for our sewer collection and treatment systems 

and those who maintain it.  It is to their credit that we have not had any reportable violations. 

--The shredding event supported by Representative Zachary Mako will be held on Saturday, May 11, 

2019, between 10 AM and 12 Noon. This will take place in the Northampton Memorial Community 

Center parking lot. We anticipate a huge response. 

 --The safety committee will meet at 10 AM on Tuesday, May 14, 2019. Mr. Metro Hucaluk was 

elected chairman of the committee during the April meeting. 

--He said there is a meeting scheduled with Gilmore & Associates and DEP on May 17, 2019 to go 

over the MS4 project at Dry Run creek.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

   There was no unfinished business. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Appointment to Planning Commission: 
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We have received an application from Donald Szerencits for the vacancy on the Planning 

Commission. This term will expire on December 31, 2020. 

 

Motion: Mr. Pristash moved, seconded by Mr. Piescienski and unanimously carried to close the 

nominations for the vacancy on the Planning Commission.  

 

Motion: Mr. Pany moved, seconded by Mr. Piescienski and carried to appoint Donald 

Szerencits for the vacancy on the Planning Commission with his term expiring on December 

31, 2020.  Mrs. Kutzler opposed this motion.   

 

Consider Request of Northampton Fire Department: 

The fire department wishes to have a coin toss at 21st and Main Streets on Saturday, June 22, 

2019. They have obtained the necessary state permit. Tentatively, the time will be from 8 
AM until 4 PM. 

Motion: Mr. McHale moved, seconded by Mrs. Kutzler and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to the fire department to have a coin toss at 21st and Main Streets on Saturday, 

June 22, 2019 from 8 AM until 4 PM. 

 

Consider Request of Northampton Fire Police: 

Captain Kenneth Hall of the fire police has requested the use of the fire police vehicle to 

attend the fire show in Harrisburg on Friday, May 17, 2019. 

Motion: Mr. Pristash moved, seconded by Mr. Lopsonzski, Sr. and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to Captain Kenneth Hall to use the fire police vehicle to attend the fire show in 

Harrisburg on Friday, May 17, 2019. 

 

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

 

--Kenneth Hall asked about the repairs of the light pole at 21
st
 and Main Street.  Mr. Brobst said he 

signed the proposal from Telco and is waiting for an approximate date for repairs.  

He also said that Station Alley is like the Indy 500, a constant race track. 

 

--Robert McHale asked about the advertising for the new sewer plant employee.  Mr. Brobst said the ad 

will run in The Morning Call on May 17
th

, 18
th

 and 19
th

.   

--He gave kudos to the farmer’s market for making the front page of The Morning Call. 

--He was happy to hear that Victor submitted the application early for a CDBG grant.   

--He reviewed the monthly numbers for rental inspections and was happy to see an improvement in the 

results as well as an increase in the number of inspections completed.  He congratulated Gene and Keith 

for doing a great job and said that Jessica’s assistance is proving to be helpful as well. 

 

--Keith Piescienski said that the state doesn’t take care of roads, specifically Main Street. 

--He wished everyone a Happy Memorial Day. 
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--Anthony Pristash said he hopes to see everyone at the Memorial Day event held at the Memorial lot 

at 14
th

 Street and Washington Avenue.   

 

--Julia Kutzler stated that she would like to see 100 rental inspections done per month. 

--She asked Mr. Brobst about the possibility of a summer camp similar to past years.  Mr. Brobst said 

that it was not a good turnout in past years and was not in favor of the summer camp.   

--She thanked Bryan Kadingo, Chief of Police, for speaking at Allen Union Cemetery on Memorial Day.   

 

--Edward Pany said that the Atlas Museum hosted over 200 students so far this month and will host 

several hundred more.   

--He gave special thanks to Larry Oberly and Sally Ann Madden for their assistance with tours and 

presentations and also to Mr. Brobst for giving tours to walk-ins interested in touring the museum.   

 

--Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. encouraged everyone to attend Paw Prints on the Canal.  He said that this 

event is such a valuable asset to the community.   

--He also encouraged everyone to attend the Memorial Day service at the Memorial lot to honor our 

veterans on Memorial Day. 

--He suggested that the secretary assisting with scheduling rental inspections should search websites 

such as Zillow and Redfin to see what is out there for rent in the Borough.  This would then prompt a 

letter to be sent to property owners who have not responded to registering their properties.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Mr. Brobst said that Scott Gillespie held the annual meeting pertaining to the MS4 project at the sewer 

plant on May 10, 2019.  This meeting was open to the public but no one was in attendance. 

--He said that the Borough had their Liquid Fuels audit this week and they completed the audit on May 

16, 2019. 

--He also said that five individuals took the Sergeant’s exam last Friday, May 10, 2019. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 

 

Motion:  Mr. Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Mr. Pristash and unanimously carried to pay the bills 

as listed on A/P Journal #5B, dated May 16, 2019, totaling $271,696.07. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Mr. Piescienski, duly seconded by Mr. Hall and 

unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Meaghan Case 

Recording Secretary
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