
 
 

Public Workshop Meeting           February 1, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

BOROUGH OF NORTHAMPTON 

PUBLIC WORKSHOP MEETING 

February 1, 2018 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  A Public Workshop Meeting of the Northampton Borough Council was called  

to order by President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr. at 7:30 PM on Thur, February 1, 2018.  The 

meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Council Members present at roll call were:  President Anthony Lopsonzski, Jr.,  

Vice-president Keith Piescienski, Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr., Anthony Pristash, Robert McHale, 

Julia Kutzler, Edward Pany and Kenneth Hall.  Also present were Mayor Thomas Reenock, 

Solicitor Steven Goudsouzian, Borough Manager LeRoy Brobst, Police Chief Bryan Kadingo and 

Recording Secretary, Meaghan Case.   

 

 HEARING OF PERSONS PRESENT: 

 

David Haberacker, 109 Candlewycke Lane, was present to complain about fenced-in property 

in Allen Township that neighbors in the area of his residence are using for their own personal use.   

  Mr. Brobst spoke with Mike Edelman, our inspector, and he spoke with Eileen Eckhart, Allen   

  Township’s Borough Manager.   

 

 Conditional Final Approval of Willow Brook Farm Trust Development: 
On Wednesday, January 10, 2018, the Planning Commission granted conditional final approval for 

the Willow Brook Farm Trust project located at 235 Howertown Road.  Enclosed with your packet 

are minutes from the meeting that list the six conditions that were outlined by Solicitor Steven 

Goudsouzian. Council's approval is required for this project to proceed. 

 

Motion: Mr. Pristash moved, seconded by Mr. McHale and unanimously carried to recommend 

approval of the overall subdivision plan, lot consolidation plan, and subdivision plan of Willow 

Brook Farm Phase 1 as follows: 

  

1.         All of the previous recommendations of the Northampton Borough Planning 

Commission are adopted as if set forth in length. 

 

2. All of the previous recommendations and approvals of Northampton Borough 

Council are adopted as if set forth at length. 

 

3. The applicant shall satisfy all of the issues outlined and any engineering letters 

related to the above plans including, but not limited to, the engineering letters dated 

January 10, 2018 which are attached hereto collectively as an exhibit. 

 

4. To the extent not already addressed, the applicant shall be responsible for all sewer 

related issues concerning the project. 
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5. Applicant agrees that it shall be responsible for all costs relating to sewer for the 

entire project. 

 

6. The applicant shall be required to provide traffic counts and take all other 

measures related to traffic as requested by representatives of the Borough at all relevant 

times relating to whether or not traffic improvements have to be made and shall make 

those necessary traffic improvements if and when warranted.   

 

Approval of Public Works Department Agreement: 
The public works committee recommends that Council accept the 2018-2019 agreement between 

the Borough of Northampton and the Northampton Borough Public Works Department. 

 

Approval of this agenda item was tabled until the next Council meeting on February 15, 2018.   

 

Approval of Administrative and Supervisory Agreement: 
In keeping with past practice, a similar agreement for the same time period has been written to 

cover the administrative and supervisory personnel. All of the major changes are similar to the 

public works agreement and Council approval is suggested. 

 

Approval of this agenda item was tabled until the next Council meeting on February 15, 2018.   

 

Consider Request of Northampton Exchange Club (Annual Community Days Fair): 
The Northampton Exchange Club is requesting permission to utilize the Municipal Park from 

Wednesday, July 11, 2018 through Sunday, July 15, 2018, as the site for the 2018 Northampton 

Community Days. The event will conclude on Saturday, July 14, 2018, with fireworks, and the 

15th is reserved as a rain date. Although they have not officially notified us, they are considering 

a car show and flea market on Sunday, the 15th
• 

 

Motion: Mr. Pany moved, seconded by Mr. Pristash and unanimously carried to grant permission 
to the Northampton Exchange Club to utilize the Municipal Park from Wednesday, July 11, 2018 

through Sunday, July 15, 2018, as the site for the 2018 Northampton Community Days. 

 

Consider Request of Northampton Exchange Club (Annual Jack Frost Parade): 
We have received a request from Ralston Coleman, the Northampton Exchange Club parade 

coordinator, for permission to conduct the 70th Annual Jack Frost Parade on Thursday, October 

18, 2018, with a rain date of Thursday, October 25, 2018. The parade would begin at 7 PM and 

follow the same route as in past years. It should be noted that October 18, 2018 is scheduled as a 

regular Council meeting night. 

 

Motion: Mr. Piescienski moved, seconded by Mr. Pany and unanimously carried to grant 

permission to the Northampton Exchange Club to conduct the 70th Annual Jack Frost Parade on 

Thursday, October 18, 2018, with a rain date of Thursday, October 25, 2018. 

 

Motion: Mr. Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Mr. Piescienski and unanimously carried to 

change the Council meeting scheduled on Thursday, October 18, 2018 to Wednesday, October 

17, 2018. 
 

             

 

 

                 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:  
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Administration and Finance:  Councilman Lopsonzski, Sr. reported the Mr. Pany reported a 

donation of $200 from the United Steel Workers Local 54 for the Atlas Museum. 

--As of Friday, January 26, 2018, $353,169.60 has been received in garbage payments. 

 

Building, Land and Recreation:  Councilman Pristash reported that the recreation center 

will sponsoring a Valentine's Day Dance on Saturday, February 10, 2018. A photo booth will 

be available. The dance is for 4th and 5th graders only and as in the past, begins at 6:30 PM and 

ends at 8:30 PM. 

Mr. Brobst has been considering the opportunity of requesting permission to purchase an 

artificial panel Christmas tree, which is already equipped with C-7 LED lights. We could 

purchase a 22-foot tree for approximately $9,000 and in subsequent years, add an enlarged 

bottom ring as funding allows to take it as tall as 30 feet. This tree is easily assembled and 

disassembled and does not require searching for a tree, cutting it down and installing it every  

year. 

 

Code and Police:  Councilman Piescienski reported that the candidates for the civil service 

eligibility list will be interviewed on Saturday, January 27, 2018. After compiling results of the 

personal interview, they will be combined to produce a consolidated ranking of all the 

candidates, which will be the new eligibility list. 

--The developer of the Willow Brook Farm subdivision has submitted a list of suggested 

names for the three streets within the development. While not committed to any of their 

choices, it has been customary to acknowledge their selection.  Mr. Brosbt suggests that we 

narrow it down to the top three choices and inform them of our selection. All of the names 

on the list either refer to golf course architects or golf courses. 

--The committee working on the rental inspection ordinance will meet at 2 PM on Wednesday, 

January 31, 2018. Attorney Goudsouzian and Code Enforcement Officer Gene Kutzler will 

also be in attendance.   

 --He also reviewed the permits for January. 

 

Fire and Health:  Councilwoman Kutzler reported that it appears that the first month of 

2018 saw an unusual number of fire calls. Many thanks to the volunteers who braved 

unfavorable weather to respond to those in need. 

 --She reviewed the Fire Police hours for January.  

 --The first Board of Health meeting of the year will be held on Tuesday, January 30, 2018, at  

 7 PM. 

--Officers of the fire department are continuing the paperwork process of obtaining an employer 

ID number and tax exemption status in order to obtain a $200,000 loan from the Pennsylvania 

Emergency Management Agency (PEMA). 

 

Public Works and Sewer:  Councilman McHale reported that Mr. Victor Rodite is gathering 

information necessary to apply for a grant that could be used for improvements and updates to the 

sanitary sewer system. If his plans become defined, it will appear on the February 15 agenda. We 

would benefit by receiving funding to reline manholes or engage in a cured-in-place process 

(CIPP). Wastewater Superintendent Scott Gillespie is collaborating on this process. 

--Our salt bins are fully stocked. Deliveries from Morton Salt, under the Co-Stars agreement 

had been spotty. Co-Stars officials are aware of the problem and are working to address it. 

--As time allows, work will begin to place a vinyl ceiling in the swimming pool refreshment 

stand. Also, the floor will need to be painted, but that will have to wait for warm weather. 

--The former mechanic's office in the basement of the police station has been modified to serve 

as a weapons repair room. A small electric baseboard heating panel was installed rather than to 
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have to heat the entire basement floor with the central unit. All of the work was done by a 

member of the public works crew. 

--For your information, you can report potholes and other roadway concerns on state roads by 

calling 1- 800-FIX-ROAD (349-7623) or visiting penndot.gov and checking on "Submit Roadway 

Feedback."  

 

REPORT FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:   
 

Kenneth Hall said he noticed that some potholes, not the Borough’s responsibility, were already 

fixed by our Public Works Department.   

 

Robert McHale stated that he noticed the same horrible smell in the Borough this past Sunday.  

He asked Mr. Brobst if we heard anything from DEP about any violations/solutions on Capp 

Glass.  Mr. Brobst stated that Greg Morey was approached by a DEP representative inquiring 

about the smell in the Borough.   

 

Keith Piescienski complained about the horrible potholes on Cherryville Road.   

 

Anthony Pristash said that he attended an LVPG Planning Commissions meeting at Penn State 

main campus.  He said that over 90 municipalities in Northampton and Lehigh County had 

county and city officials in attendance.  He stated that the next meeting will be held in July. 

--He thanked Solicitor Goudsouzian for the coffee mugs and pens.  

 

Julia Kutzler mentioned a huge pot hole on 18
th

 Street.  She stated that there were six fire calls 

today and 60 for the month.  She met with Fire Chief Nelson of Whitehall and he appreciates our 

Borough’s Fire Department and help.  She thanked Keith Piescienski and Ken Hall for their 

service.   

 

Edward Pany thanked Solicitor Goudsouzian for the pens.  

--He stated that Penn State students came to the museum for a tour.     

 

Anthony Lopsonzski, Sr. stated that he misses the trees at the Central building.   

--He said he noticed work being done at the Central building and Tama building.   

--He stated that the police eligibility list is being completed.   

--He reminded everyone that February 14
th

 is Valentine’s Day and also said Lent and Easter are 

on the way. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Mr. Brobst announced that he was contacted by Judy Ackerman, our local tax 

collector, and she reported that there are $54,380.00 in unpaid taxes. 

He updated everyone on the total amount of refuse payments received to date.   

He also asked Council to please consider an artificial tree for this year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS: 
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Motion:  Mr. Lopsonzski, Sr. moved, seconded by Mr. Pristash and unanimously carried to pay 

the bills as listed on A/P Journal #2, dated February 1, 2018, totaling $128,155.15.  

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Mr. Piescienski, duly seconded by Mr. Hall and 

unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:17 PM. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Meaghan Case 

Recording Secretary 



Public Workshop Meeting  January 2, 2018 

 

 

 


